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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-l I0001

NO. 464/rNST/2008/EPS DATED: 19rh Septembet froa

To,

The Chief Secretaries of

All States/UTs.

2. The Chief Electoral Oflicers of

All States/UTs.

Subiect: Drafting of Polling Personnel for election duty - Randomization of

Polling Personnel.

Sir,

1

It has always been endeavor of the Commission to ensure free and tir

elections and towards that;;Jli has issued instructions from time to time :n

various aspects of electron;;;";; including-formation of polling parties' 1 te

duties discharged by poriing p"ttonnel in the. conduct of elections are of v al

ffi;",t#;. 
-Th"v jr" tnu irie of the Commission in the minds of electora e,

oolling agents, meola. 
'nO 

ift" candidates etc' -Therefore' 
sufficient care is

neededtodraft"noo"ptoysuch.personnelandformationofunbiasedpolltg
^IliJ"-t"ln" interest of freL and fair election. Accordingly, the Commission lt 7s

Hiliti; t'"["*i"s instructions for formalion of polling parties:-

ri\ A District Election officer-wise database, of all eligible poll person el\'' 
shall be maintained in electronic format, which can facilit te
computerized randomization. All relevant particulars like Name, S rx,

Place (constituency) of residence, wotk place, Home Constituen :y,

Designation, Office and DepartmenUlnstitutions should be entered.

(ii) The database shall contain, distinctly and separately, the State Gr vt.
employees including Public Sector Undertakings, teachers etc. v ho
can be employed as polling personnel.

(iii) Similarly the data base shall distinctly and separately contain all
Central Govt. employees including PSU, Bank, etc.

separate database shall be prepared of Retired Government of rr ria
and State Government officials as well as of Members ot ruCC C f. Ji
[and reputed NGOs, if & as approved by the Commissiont. ff,ey s li

j
(iv)
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be used in sPecified manner only with express prior approval of the $.i.
i+

Commission:

the polling Parties shall be formed out of the

(v) Unless otherwise advised

State Govt. emPloYees' he CentralGovt. emPloYees including PSUs
T

and Banks, etc' shallbe utilized for selecting suitable persons as Micrc

(ix) Polling personnel database should include personnel both from t e
State Government departments as well as the Central governme rt
offices. Cen 6I Government employees should be utilized for mi<-o

(r

(vt)

observers' 
re classified on the basis

:H:i:xiJ:;'iif ltiffi TL'=:lliiilf:iJ#J11;ff ;::#i:
titi.lii wiri t'e oeproveo 

ffi.:[.:Ti:.?Jrffi; ;;m"[J jeproyeo, as

who are working ln supervrsu'v^'I=l"-.i'rr# should be of hignet
"p,. -i oi" g o-:i :,,,lli. i m: l;m,S"i[Ttn,? i",fi'",'lfl
scale/grade in comPa

\ rn view or the PT:ili-:i-.1ft:liiflft';,,l.},1li'#ifil.i
lXBil";'ffi"T.llf5 h :,?:f ,. ll ":,tU''.," 

r i. J ii in 
" 

ei e ao ra

!|1,"f '^::nN "#;'iiffi; ;;; ;" 
1,., "id^ : 

n J r t e ct o r P h oto I d e n ti t'

card issued' t'*'i'ji'v"in;lersonnet meant for being appointed ar

trrlicro observ"" "'iluii'i""Jti'urv 
be enrolled as voter and Electo

Photo ldentity ""i 
it"J"*in"?"rot"'-o"oons put on polling dutie'

shourd invariaurv o" uoto.. Further, no.person will be assigned pollint

duties in 
"o "t"'nity""ttttit'"tc 

i'" wnith n" is posted or in which h'

resides or the consiiluency' whictris his home constituency'

(viii\ ln order to avoid any allegation of .collusion 
among the polling personnt I

in favour ot unv ""'n;i"i"'oi 
potitical party andlo instill confidence it

rhe minds ot p"ilircri-i,rrtiei ano irno-id"te" about free and fa r

elections, prop", *iilt polling personnel drawn from different office;

and department"'"i'in" iime 6t formation of a polling party should k :

"nirr"i. 
Two officials of the same serial group/category should not t:

pri tog"tn"r, Further, two members of the polling party should not t e
irom tie same department (in case of school teachers, they should n rt

be from the same school.

(vii

observ
posted

er:dgtiella-le dec!$ed by Observers. Polling personnel to
within the district unless specificatly diiected othenvise,

)e



(x)

\7 . -r:-- ^3 ^^llina nerfioe'

rJ*ing procedure should be adopted for formation of polling parties:-

sn)T:.::::"$il3'S*HTs"$''',d:tiJiilllffxix:liiiiL:l!,1;
I'JtiIi' o,rrrri p"tti"t ttt"rr u" iormed on random basis using he

;;-d;rI;i.r; dortwaie. The oFsgrver.must be preqgnt at this.sta lq.

ei'iti. .trg" ttrougn tn-ilffiat po-at potting .station will not be kno vn,

however, tne nssenibly Constituency and the team composition ma1 be

lnorn. ini. randomizition should not take place before 6 or 7 days f cm

in. o.v of poll. For the purpose of serving the appointment letters, the

DEO ian use the services of the sponsoring departments/ auth' rity
and/or organize a training programme of poll personnel in t{ am
formation on that date when final brieting can be given and appointr ent
letters issued to them. lt will also facilitate Postal Balloting.

(xiii) The third stage of randomization exercise shall take place at the tin : of
dispersat of polling parties when the allocation of polling stations t< the
poling parties will be done. This third stage randomization for inal
allocation of Polring _slations to each polling party should also be do e in
the presence of observers. The actual poiling station aflotte to
individual polling personnel is to be disclosed iust before the pollingr arty
actually leaves the dispersal centre.

Database & software shoutd be prepared and developed by the CEO r nd

disrributed among cjeii!.-oiliri& Election officers should obtait a

complete oatauli? o'ili-c'# eligjbleior polling party duties fr tm

respective authoritiell n[' ,.i.r..t in-tormaiion snoirto be entered i tto

an electronic oataua"se ti' ti"- *,i puterized randomization applicat rn

:lfd;;ilroved uv the CEo for that state'

(xi) From this tull database of officers' a list of 12Oo/o ol the required numl er

o{ po[ing persons 
""lnouro "u. 

generated., iinctuoing reserve) randon ly'

using the .ott*.r..'i'ilil'i, ti.' niri-ot 
-tne 

*rree-itage randomizat rn

orocess. p'et"ntJotol-su*"o it not reouireJ at thL stage' lt sho tld

te noted ttrat tnis.rJtiio"mitii[ijt oEo;yise ano not at any other le 'el

't*=,H:'ff :r"5t[$,Hi+t{$,;{^"fr !!rl'l'i"ilip,3ifl 1l;
as presiding ;i;"jils 91i"tt:-11 

wttichever constituencv o

district. rn no "J"J-"t- 
tnit stage' rhe identity of the assen lly

constituency t" *nitfi the polling pt"onntt "t' 
lirely to be deployed vill

be known. Allth:i.il;;ojr..[g ;""rson*rwill,know at this stage is whet ,er

he (or she) i' u"pi"tiiing o-fficer orc poiii;g officer and the venue i nd

time of trainings'
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' ,*iu) ln order to ensure that above instructions are complied with stri tly, the
'""' Commission directs that the District Election Officer shall furnis r to the

Election Commission through the Observers and separately to tt e Chief

Electoral Officer of the S[ate/UT a certificate to the followinl effect

immediately after the polling parties have been formed for an elec:ion:-

"Certified that:-

(l) The polling parties have been formed by a pro 'er mix

oi officiais drawn from different offices and departm :nts, in

presence of Observers and

(ll) The officers have been drawn from the State

Government departments Public

Undertakin e c. as ar as racticable.

(xv) lt is clarified that the entire randomization exercise except the firs stage
must invariably be done in the presence of the Observers sent to the
constituency. lf, by any chance, the forming of the polling parties t rrough
randomization (second stage) has been done in the absence of the
Observers, then the 2nd stage randomization exercise should br done
afresh in the presence of Observers and compliance report shc tld be
submitted in this regard. . The Observers should make -a I pecial
reference to the randomization exercise observed by them ir their
constituencies while submitting the report.

Kindly acknowledge receipt.

Yours fai hfully,

(lll) For the purpose of making polling parties cc nplete
data base of all eligible employees in the district ha ; been
used."

'**"(lrXt\oSH m$)
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