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THE HIMACWAL PRADESH TENANCY AND LAND REFORMS 
ACT, 1972 

(Act No. 8 of 1974) 

[Received the assent of the President of India on the 2nd February, 1974, and 
was published in R,H,P. Extra., dt. the 2lst February, 1974 at 

p a  171-2101 

Amended, repealed or otherwise affected by,- 

(i) H. P. Ord. No. 4 of 1974, published iu R. W. P. Extra,, 
dt.  the 28th February, 1974, p. 21 7-223 (Lapsed). 

(ii) H. P. Ord. No. 2 of 1975, published in R. H. P. Extra., 
at. the 26th r'iugust, 1975, p. 1013-1020 (replaced ky 
H.P. Act No. 15 of 1976). 

(iii) W. P. Act No, 1 of 1976,' pnhlished in R. H. P. Extra. ,  dt. 
the 28th April, 1976 at p. 1160 -1 167. 

Ail Act  to ? ~ r i ( f y ,  c~rn:~,d aiild concoli~lntr. tlie l m v ~ ,  relating to t e n u i ~ c i e ~  
oj- ngt'iciiltlir dn~rtls ic i r t l  ro prvvirle for certairl nsearures of laird 

r e j h  nrs in IIintaehal Prndesh, 

BE it enacted by the Legislative Assemlsly of Ilimachal Pradesh in the 
Twenty-third Year of the Republic of India, as follows :-- 

PRELIMINARY 

I. Short title, extelnt and com~eencement.-(1) This Act may be called 
the Himachal Pradesh Tenancy and 1.attd Refornls Act, 1972. 

(2) It extends to the whale of the Stat? of i l i~ndchdl 19radesh. 

(3) If shall come into force at once. 

2. Definitions.-Tn this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the 
subject or context,- 

(I) "agricultural labourer" means a person R hose principal means 
of livelihoocl is mxnual labour on land ; 

IThe Ord. and the Act replacing it shall be deemed to have come into force from the 
date of commsncernent of zhe principal Act [See Sec (311. 



(2) "agriculturist" means a person who cultivates land personally in 
an estate situated in Mimachal Pradesh ; 

(3) "arrear of rent" means rent which remains unpaid after the date 
on which it becomes payable ; 

l [ (3-A)  ' b a ~ k '  has the same meaning as assigned to it in 
the Himachal Pradesh Agricultural Credit Operation and 
Miscellaneous Provisions (Banks) Act, 1972.1 

(4) "lo cultivate personally" with its grammatical variations and 
cognate expression means- 

(i) by one's own account ; 
(ii) by one's own labour ; 
(iii) by the labour of any member of one's family ; or 
(iv) under the psrsona.1 supervision of one-self or any member of 

one's family by hired labour or by servant on wages payable 
in cash. 

2[ * * * * 1 
Bxp1anaticn.-In the case of a joint family the land shall be deemed to 

have been cultivated personally if it is cultivated by any member of such 
family ; 

(5)  "family" means husband, his wife and their children, including 
step or adopted children, and includes his parents, grand parents, 
brothers and unmarried, widowed, separated and divorced 
sisters ; 

(6)  "improvement" with reference to a tenancy means any work 
which is suitable to the tenancy and consistent with the 
conditions on which it is held, by which the value of the tenancy 
2139 been and continues to be increased and which, if not 
executed on the tenancy, is either executed directly for its 
benefit, or is, after execution, made directly beneficial to it. 

Explanation I.--It includes among other things- 

(a) the construction of wells and other works for the storage or supply 
of water for agricullur a1 purposes ; 

(b) the construction of works f o ~  drainage and for protection of land 
f r o m  fioods or from erosion ; 

- -- 
1Added by H.P, Ord. No. 2 of 1975, Bee. 2, replaced by H. P. Act No. 15 of 

1976. 

OExplanation I, and figure "TI" assigned to Explanation IT, del. by H. P. Ord. 
No. 2 of 1975, see, 2, replaced by 13. P. Act No. 15 of 1976. 



(0 )  the planting of trees, the reclaiming, enclosing, levelling and ter- 
racing of land for agricultural purposes and other works of a 
like nature ; 

(d) the erection of buildings required for the mare convenient or 
profitable cultivation of a tenancy ; and 

( e )  the renewal or construction of any of the foregoing works or such 
alteration therein, or zdditions thereto, as are not of the nature 
of mere repairs and as durably increase their value ; 

but it does not include such clearances, embankments, levellings, enclosures, 
temporary wells and water channels as are made by tenants in the ordinary 
course of cultivation and without any special expenditure, or any other benefit 
accruing to land from the ordinary operations of husbandry. 

Explanation II.-A work which benefits several tenancies may be deemed 
to be, with respect to each of them, an improvement. 

E'xplanation III.-A work executed by a tenant is not an improvement 
if it substantially diminishes the value of any other part of his landowner's 
Property ; 

(7) "land" means land which is not occupied as the site of any bdild- 
ing in a town or village and is occupied or has been let for agri- 
cultural purposes or for purposes subservient to agriculture, or 
for pasture and includes- 

(a) the sites of buildings and other structures on such land, 
(b) orchards, 
(c) ghasnies, 
(d) banjar land, and 
(e )  private forests ; 

(8) "landless person" means a person who, holding no land for agri- 
cultural purposes, whether as an owner, or a tenant, earns his 
livelihood principally by manual labour on land and intends to 
take the profession of agrisulture and is capable of cultivating 
the land personally ; 

( 9 )  "kismi tenant" means a tenant who is recorded as a tenant of any 
kind, i.e., 'madd' or 'kisam' in therecord-of-rights of the estate 
in which the tenancy is situate ; 

( lo )  "landowner" means a person defined as such in the Himachal 
Pradesh Land Revenue Act, 1954, (6 of 1954) er the Punjab Lacd 
Revenue Act, 1887, ( i7  of i 887) as the case may be, and shall 
include the predecessor or successor in interest of the 
landowner I 



(1 1) "land revenue" means land revenue assessed under any law for 
the time being in force or assessable under the Himachal Pradesll 
I-and Revenue Act, 1354 (6 o f  I!'%) or the Pilnjab Land 
Revenue Act, 1887 (17 of 1884)  as the case may be ; 

(12) "~nember of the Arnicd Fnrrcs" lnedlls a person ia the sorvlce of 
the Armed Forses of the l l ~ ~ i o i i  or in the service of an organisa- 
tion raised by t i ~ c  Ccntral Government or tJ~e State Govern~ne~lt  
for the defence or sccurily of the country and dcdared by a 
notification as Armed Forces for the purpose of this Act ; 

(13) "orcl~ard" mcans a r;ompal;t aycd of land, having fruit bearing 
trecs grown thereoil in suc11 nuinbcr that they preclude, or  when 
fully grtrlva would prcclude, ii. substantial part of such land from 
being used for any agricultural purpose ; 

(14) "allied pursuits" meals dairy farming, poultry farming, hreedmg 
of livestock, grazing (other than the pasturage of one's own 
agricultural cattle) and such othcr pursuits as may be pres- 
cr ibed ; 

(1 5) "rent" means whatever is pay ablc to landowner in money or kind 
by a tenant on accouizt of thc use or occupation of land held by 
him ; but shall not iilclude the rendering any personal service 
or labour ; 

(16) "Rcveilile Officer" or  "Re~cl7t.e Co~11t" in any p r c ~ i ~ i c , n  ~ l :  this 
Act, means s R.-,ven-ile Officer o r  Rcvenue Cc~ l r t  havi~is; 7.u- 

thoritg 1:ilder this Act to disc11i:rge the fill:ctiol?s cf a* i i c t e c ~ ~ c  
Officer o r  Revaue  Ca~r t . .  as the cese may be, unc~er t I ~ . t  
pro\tision ; 

(17) "tenant" means z person j ~ l i o  l lR~Ids  Iznc! ~ n d e r  a l z . ~ d e ~ i ? e r ,  
and is, 01 but for w (;ontract l.:i the ~ ~ 1 1 t r a . r ~  wc:,id be Iicbie to 
pay rent f ~ r  tbxt  iaiid to  that Iznd.rlwnzr, and includ.es-- 

(i) a sub-ten8.11t 1[ * * * * j  ; 2nd. 

(ii) the l?redecessi rs or  s u i , ~ c s s t  rs in. i i- . f i icst  c f ;, rrrsr.t c r 
a sub-ter?:!l?h, F.S the cass rrr.: be ; b ~ , t  i t  i . c  cs i!ot ir.c!t:c'.c-- 

ZThe words "recorded as suck iil the revellue rccord" del, by H.P. Ord. No. 2 
of 1975, sec. 2, rcpiaced by Ii. P. k t  No. 15 of 1976. 
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( b )  a person to w h o  a ho1d.ill.g bas beet1 transferred or an estate 
or  holding has bee11 let in farm under tile Wimachal Pradesh 
Land Revenlie Act, 2954 (6 f 1954) or  the PI, njab Land 
Revenue Act, 1887 ( 17 of i 887) as the case may be, for the 
recovcry ctf an Llrrear L E  lard xeveriue c.r of a s u m  recover- 
zhle as s ~ c h  an arrcar ; or 

gc) 11 d * K *I 
(18) 'Yten??cy"me~-.lns r. parcsl c ~ f  j ~ i l d  h d d  bv z Zeiiant of a lsnd- 

owner under ens lease c r  one sct c.f conditions ; and 
(19) "agricultural ye~r" ,  "estate", "hoiding", "legal practiticce~", 

" p2,y3', "r~.tcs arll cesses", "villnge ~ e s s "  sni? "villsge officer" 

havr: the meaning\ respectively assigned. to  these terms in the 
1Himc.chal Pradesh Lad .  mtev6r:ue Art,  1954 (6 of 1954) o r  the 
Punjab Land R ~ v e r n ~ e  Act, 1887 (17 of l887), as the case 
may be. 

CHAPTER EX 
RIGHT OF OCCUPANCY 

3 Tzaant having right of oscnp;eatcy.-.A tenant - 
( d )  wh,, at tht comr;.enr;emsnt of this Act hes far a period of not less 

Illan twelve years been 0~:17p,ii^ig 1,and paying no rent therefor 
bzyond the anlmxl  cf lznd reven1,e tbereef aiid the rates and 
cesses for the lime bciilp, ~1 argcable thcreon ; c r 

(b) wlia having owned land, zsd bavirg ceased tc be land~wner  
t h e r e ~ f  otherwise t l ~ a p  bJ fc<rfeihre to tl-.e Gcveri7rnent or than 
by any voluntary act, IIRS, since h t  ccascd t o  be 19 r . f  c' C W " ~ .  

continuovsly occupied t1.e land : or 
(c) wha has broken up?end. fc>r cullivztic7n ; 

!IZ~ a rig,ht of oc~~.ipnncy in the land so occupied c ~ r  in the land 
s>  b r ~ k e n  up f ~ r  cultivaticn. 

4. Right sf occupancy ia land $aka?n in cwchange.- If the tenant bas 
v ~ i ~ i n l d r i l y  ex:han,oed the Izr~d,  r arty p,riiun~ ~f tke  land, formerly occupied 
by kiln f ~ r  ~ t ' l l c r  land belongips lo the same landowner , the land taken in 
excilaap;~ sh;!ll be held to be su hjict tc the  s m  e rig!-t c f  i ccupr.ncy 6s that 
to whic'~ thelsild given in ex.cI?a;lgc nouId have See11 subject if the excl~ange 
had n,-t taken plase. 

5. Esiablisinmcnt sf right of accnyzncy on grculrnds other than those ex- 
prcss87~' ' fated i;il the Act-- Nclhii-g ir? !! c c l  *<;. i~ $; scclic n s c f  11 is, C'1 ;y tc r  
shall pr:i,liitle any person from estchl~i l  ilig. L: rit;ht cif eccupancy on any 
g r ~ r r n d  ..,the! than t h t  g r ~ u n d s  specificc'. ii? tlicse sections. 

5 Right of occapalocy n7t: t;p b p  scqaired by joint awklsr in land held in 
jsiat OIY): ar3 '1 ;~ .  - ril t11c absence r f :: L U S ~ ~ ~ ~ X  t o  tile contrar; nc) one of several 

1Cl. (c) r:adrr~g '"a porsjn who takes fro% the State Government a lease of 
u81di.cu?ied land for the pdr7333 oIsu3-1ctting it" del. by H. P. No. 15 of 1976. 



joint owners of land slzall acq~eire a right of occupancy under this Chapter 
in  land jointly owned by then?. 

7. Cantinuance of the existing occupancy rigMs. - Notwithstand.ing any- 
thing contained in the foregoing sectiolls of this Cha.pter, 3. tenznt who, imme- 
diately before the commencement of this A c t ,  has a right of occupancy in any 
land under any law rzlating tc tensncy lands, avplica5le acywhere in Hirnachal 
Pradesh slzall, when this Ast comes into force, be held to  Izave, for a11 intents 
and purposes of this Act, a. right of occupancy in that land. 

8. Right af occupancy nht to be acquired by mere lapse of time.- h o  tenant 
shall acquire a right of occupancy by mere lapse oftime. 

RENTS 

Rent$ Generally 

9. Rzs?eciive rights of lando~vaer and tenant to produce.-(1) The 
r:. z t  f ~ r  tiz: t i  n: b:in_: inajl~i 313 i n  resp:~t ~f a tenansy shall bs the first charge 
on the pr,cluce t h e r e ~ ~ f .  

(2) A tenant slialj be enlitaed t c  ttnd., cut a r d  harvest tlze prcduce c f  
his tenancy in due course s f  hlisbandry without any interference on the 
part of his landowner. 

(3) Except where rent is taken by divisicn nf t17e prr duce. the fenart 
shall be entitled to the exclusive possessicn of the prcjduce. 

(4) Wl-zcre rent is taken by division of the prodace-- 
(a) tile tenant shall be entitled to the exclusi\fe possession of tbe 

whole produce ~110til i t  is divided ; 

(b) tlieIandLiwner sl,ali be entilled tc bt. present at, and ta.ke part in 
the division of the  p r ~ d u c e ,  which shall be made at the 
t11reshi:lg floc r ; z.nci 

(c) when the pradute has beep divided the landowner ~112.11 be 
entitled tcr tIie pxsessicn of his share thereof. 

10. Commutation of rent payable in kind.-(1) Where a tenant pays 
fcr  a tenancy rent ill kird i r  ep tI;t estln r.ted vdue cf pcrtic 17 of the c ~ c p  or 
a t  retes varying with c rflxcd with rtftrerce to tl-e nature c f the  crcys grown 
or  partly in orle of those ways 2.r.d partly ir, ailother the tenent n a y  
apply to have the rent ccrnmutecl to sl money rent. 

(2) The apglicati,>n shall be n~acie IG the Collector or  t~ any vther cffi- 
cer saecially auth~sised i n  this behalf by the State Go\trnment. 
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11. Disposal of application.- (1) On tl1.e receipt cf the ~pplication 
under section 10 tlit officer nlay de te rmi~e  the slam to be paid as money- 
rent and may order that the tenlnts shall in lieu cf pa1in.g his rent in kind, 
o r  otherwise as aforesaid. pay the sum so deternrined us rent : 

Provided that the sum determined as money-rent shall in no csse exceed 
the maximum limit for rent laid down in stclic n 20. 

(2) I n  determiring the rent the Revewe Officer shall have regard to- 

(a) the avelage money-lent payable by tenai~ts for lands of a simi- 
lar description and wit11 sinilar advantages in the vicinity ; 

(b) the average value of tke rent actually receivtd by th t  landowner 
during the preceding ten years o r  during atry sl~or ter period for 
which evidence may br. ava.ilable ; and 

( c )  th t  charges, if any, incurred by the lancldwner i n  respect of irri- 
gation under the svstern of rerlr in kind. 

(3) TIie order shall be in writing, and shall state th t  grounds on which 
it is made, and the time from which it  is t o  t?.ke effect, and shall be subject So 
appeal 1ri like manner as if it were an  order nz?e in s n  ordinary revenue 
proceeding. 

13 Collection of lents of undivided property.-- When two or  more per- 
sonf are landowners of a tenant in respect of the same tenancy, the tenant shall 
nct be bound to pay part of the rer~t ~f his tenancy to one of those persons and 
part t o  another. 

PRODUCE RENTS 

14. Resumption with respect to produce removed before division or app- 
rsise~ent.--Where rent is taktn by division or  apprnisement cf the prcdbce. 
if the tenant removes any portion of the prcdt ce a.t such a time o r  in such 
a manner as t o  prevent the due divisicn or appraisement thereof, c r  deals 
therewith in a manner contraly tc established usage, the ptoduce may be 
deemed to have been as the fullest crop of the same description on similar 
land in the neighbourhood for that harvest. 

15. Appointment of referee far division or appraisement.--.If either the 
landowner or  the tenant neglects to  attend, either perscnally, o r  by agent 
at t h t  proper time for making the division or  appraisement of the produce, o r  
if there is a dispvte about the division or  eypraiscment, a R t ~ e n u e  Officer m a y  
on the application of eithtr party, ~ p p o i n t  such gerscn a s  he thinks f i t  to be 
a referec to  divide o r  appraise the p~o:luce. 

1Del. by H. P. Ord. No. 2 of 1975, sec. 3, replaced by H.P. Act No. 15 
of 1976. 



16. Appointment of assessors and procedure of referee.-(1) When a 
Revenue Officer appoints referee under the last foregoing section, he may give 
him instructions with respect to the association with himself of any other persons 
as assessors, the number, qualifications and selection of those assessors, and the 
procedure to be followed in making the division or appraisement. 

(2) The referee so appointed shall make the division or appraisement in 
accordance with any instructions which he may have received from the R-  venue 
Officer under the last foregoing sub-section. 

(3) Before making the division or appraisement the referee shall give 
notice to the landowner and the tenant of the time and place at which the division 
or appraisement will be made, but, if either the landowner or the tenant fails to 
attend either personally or by agent, the referee may proceed ex-pavte, 

(4) For the purpose of making the division or appraisement, the referee, 
with his assessors, if any, may eater upon any land on whish or into any building 
in which the produce is. 

17. Procedure after division or appraisement.-(1) The result of the 
division or appraisement shall be recorded and signed by the referee, and the 
record shall be submitted to the Revenue Officer. 

(2) The Revenue Officer shall consider the record, and, after such further 
inquiry, if any, as he may deem necessary, shall make an order either confirming 
or varying the division or appraisement. 

(3) The Revenue Officer shall also make such order as to tho costs 
of the reference as he thinks fit. 

(4) The costs may include the remuneration of the referee and of the asses- 
sors, if any, and may be realised from the applicant before appsintrrlent of the 
referee subject to adjustment at the close of the proceedings. 

18. Reduction of rents.-The rent payable by a tenant may be reduced 
on the ground that the productive powers of Itis tenancy have been decreased. by 
a cause beyond his control. 

19. Time for reductiov to take effect.-(1) Unless the court decreeing a re- 
duction of rent otherwise directs, the reduction shall take effect from the com- 
mencement of the agricultural year next following the date of the decree. 

(2) A court decreeing a reduction of rent shall specify in the decree 
the date on and from which the reducsion is to take effect. 

MAXIMUM RENTS 
20. Maximum limit for rent.-(1) Notwithstanding anything contained 

in the Act or in any agreement or usage or any decree or order of a court. the 



maximum rent payable by the tenant for any land held by him shall not exceed 
one-fourth of the crop of such land or of xhe value of such produce. The value 
ofthe crop or rent shall when necessary, be determined by the Collector in 
accordance with the rules, which may be framed by the Financial Commissioner: 

Provided that ghas, bhusa shall not be included in the produce. 

(2) No landowner shall have the right t o  enhance the rent payable 
merely on tiit; gromds i k ~ 1  it is less than the limit prescribed in sub-section (1). 

l(3) It shall be an offence for a landowner t o  collect rent more than the 
maximum rent prescribed under sub-section (I) and he shall, on conviction 
by a magistrate, be liable to imprisanment which may extend t o  six months 
or punishable with fine which may extend t o  one thousand rupees or with 
both.] 

ADJUST~~EXT OF RENTS 

21. Adjustment of rents expressed in tern~s of the land revenue.-(1) 
Where the rent of a teriancy in the whole or a share of the la i~d  revenue thereof, 
with or without an addition in rnonzy or kind, and the land revenue of the 
holding in which thz tenancy is situate, is altered, a Revenue Officer having 
authority under the Punjab Land Revenue Act, 1887, (1 7 of 1887) or the 
Himachal Pradesh Land Revenne Act, 1951, (6  of 1951) to  determine 
the land revenue payable in respect of rhe several holdings comprised in the 
estate in which thc tetlancy is situate, shall cieter~lli~le al1,o the amourit of 
the land revenue of the tenancy, or the prsportioitale chase rhereof, 
payable by the tenant as rent. 

(2) Where an adllition referred to in sub-section (1) is a percentage 
fixed with the land revenue 01' the tenancy, or the whole or a share of the rates 

and cesses chargeable th~reon ,  cr  borh, the Revenue Oflicer sliall in like manner 
from time to time deer the amount of th= addition in proportion to any altera- 
tion of such land revenue or rates and cesses. 

(3) The sum or sums determined u~ider  the forgoing sub-sections, 
together. wirh any addition previously payable other than the addition referred 
to  in sub-section (21, shall be the rent p'iyable in respect of the tenancy until 
there is again an alteration of the land revenue thereof or of the rates and 
cesses chargeable thereon under this Act. 

(4) An alteratio~r of rent under this section shall not be deemed an enhan- 
cement or reduction of rent within the meaning of this Act. 

lAdded by H.P. Ord. No. 2 of 1975, sec. 4, replaced by H.P. Act No. 15 of 1976. 



22. Alteration of rent on alteration of area.--(I) Every tenant shall- 

( d )  be liable t o  pay additional rent for all land proved to be in excess 
of thc area for whi& rent has been previously paid by him, un- 
Icss it is proved that the excessis due to the addition to his 
tenancy of land which, having previously belonged to the 
tenancy was lost by diluvion or otherwise without any reduc- 
tion of the rent being made ; and 

(b) be entitled t o  an abatement of rent in respect of any deficiency 
proved t o  exist in the area of his tenancy as compared with 
the area for which rent has been previously paid by him, unless 
it is proved that tile deficiency is due t o  the loss of land which 
was added to the area of the tenancy by alluvion or otherwise, 
and that an addition has not been made t o  the rent in respect 
of rho addition to  the area. 

(2) In determining thc area for which rent has been previously paid, 
the Coust shall have regard to  the following among other matters, namely :- 

(u) the ~ r l g i n  end conditions of the tenant's occupancy, for instance, 
whether the rent was a rent in gross for the entire tenancy ; 

(b) whcther the tenant has been allowed to hold additional land in 
cons:deration of an addition to his total rent or otherwise with 
the kl;owii!edge and consent of the landowner ; and 

(c) the leng'h of time during which there has been no dispute as to  
rent or area. 

(3) In adding to or abating rent under tliis section, the Court shall add 
t o  or a b a ~ e  the rent to such am amount as it deems to be fair and equitable, and 
shall specify in its decree the date on and from which addition or abatement is to  
take effect. 

(4) An addition to or abatement of rent under this section shall not 
be deemed an enhancement or reduction of rent within the meaning of this Act. 

23. Wemissiaa of rent by Court decreeing arrears.-Notwithstanding 
anything contained in the foregoing &ection of this Chapter, if it appears t o  a 
court making a decree for an  arrear of rent that the area of tenancy has been 
so dinlinished by diiuvion or otherwise, or that the produce thereof has been 
so diminished by drought., hail, deposit of sand or other like calamity, that the 



full amount of rent payable by the tenant cannot be equitably decreed, the Court 
may allow such remission from the rent payable by the tenant as may appear 
to it to be just. 

24. Remission and suspension of rent coz~ieqaent on Bike treatment of 
land reuenue.-(I) Wherever the payment of the whole or any part of the land 
revenue payable in respect of any land is rcmitted or srispciid~d, a Revenue 
Officer may, if the rent be payabl,: in cash or be payable in kind of which the 
amount is fixed, by order, remit or suspend, as the case may be, the payment 
of the rent of that land to an amount which nlay bear thc saw: proportion to 
tile whole of the rent payable in respect of tho lalid a3 thc land revenue of 
which p1yrn:nt has h e n  tamitted s~ s~s2ended >%us to th: whole of the land 
revenue payable in respect of !he land. 

When the payment of the rent of any land has been suspended under this 
sub-section it shall remain und.r sus?ension, until tbc Collector orders the 
revenue of that land to be realiscd. 

(2) A11 order passed under sub-scc~ioii ( I )  shall not be liable to be 
colltested by suit in any Court. 

(3) A suit shall not lie for the rccovcry of ally rent of which the payment 
has been remitted, or dl~ring the period of suspension of any rcn.t of which 
the payment has been suspended. 

(4) Whore the payinent of rent has been suspended, thi: period during 
which the suspension has continued shall be exclilded irl thc computation of 
the period of limitation prescribed for a suit for the recovery of the rent. 

1[(5) It  shall be an offence for a. landowner to collect from a tenant 
any rent of which paymcnt has been remitted or is undcr suspension, and 
he shall on convic.iion by a magistrate, be liable to irnpris~nm:nt lvhich may 
extend to six months or punishable with fine which may extcl~d to one thou- 
sand rupees or with both.] 

(6) The provisions of this section relating to llic rcin~ssi.in and suspension 
of the payment of rent may Ire applied, so far as they can be made applicable, 
to land of which the land revenue has bee11 releascd, sompoundcd for or redeemed, 
in any case in which, if the land revenue in respect of the land ha,d not been 
released, compounded for or redeemed, the whole or any part of it might, 
in the opinion of the Revenue Officcr, be remitted, or suspended under the 
rules for the time being in force for regulating the remission and suspension 
of land revenue. 

2[* * i: * * *I 
25. Duty sf landowner to furnish receipt for re9t received from tenant.- 

(1) Every landowner shallgive or cause to be given a valid receipt to the 
tenant, in the form prescribed, for the rent received by him or on his behalf. 

lS~b;. for ths orrginzl sub-section, by H.?. Ord. No. 2 of 1975, se:. 5 ,  replaced by HZ 
Act No. 15 of 1976. 

ZD:i.bi M.P. 0~1. Na.2 of 1975, e:..repliczd l?y fI P. Aci Ye.3. 15ef 1976, 



(2) Any landowner who fails to give or cause to be given such receipt 
shall on conviction by any magistrate be punishable with fine which may 
extend to l[from rupees five hundred to rupees two thousand]. 

DE POSITS 

26. Power to deposit rent in certain cases with the Revenue Officer.- 
In either of the following cases, namely :-- 

(a) whe~i a landowner refuses lo receive, or grant a rcceipt for, any 
rent paydble in money when tendered to him by a tenant ; 

(b) when a tenant is ill doubt as to the persons eillitird to receive 
rent payable in mo~iey ; 

the tenant inay appXy to a lievcnur: Officer for leavc to deposit the rent in 
his office, and the Revenue Olficer shall receive tlrc deposit if, after exami- 
ning the applicant, he is satisfied that there is sufficient ground for the applicant 
and if the applicant pays the fee, if any, chsrgeable for tlze issue of the 
notice next hereinafter referred to. 

27. Effect of depositing rent.--(I) When a deposit has been so received 
it shall be deemcd to be a paymei~t made by the tenant to his landowner in respect 
of rent due. 

(2) The Revenue OPricer receiving tlae deposit shall give notice of the 
receipt therecf to evcry person who, he has reason to believe, claims or is 
entitled to the deposit, aild may pay tlre arrlount thereof to any person appearing 
to him to be entitled thereto, or may, if he thinks fit, retain the deposit 
pending the decision of compctcnt Cocrt as to the person so entitled. 

(3) No suit or other proceeding shall be instituted against the State 
Government or against any officer of the State Government in respect of 
anything done by a Revenue Officcr under this section, but nothing In this 
sub-section shall yreveni any pcrson enfitled. to receive the amount of any 
such deposit from recovcriiig i t  from a person to whom it has beeil paid 1)y 
a Revenue Oficcr. 

28. Recovery of rent from attached prodrace.--(1) If an order is 
made by any Court for t t e  attachnient of the produce of a tenancy or of any 
part of a tenancy, the landowner m3j apply to the Revenue Oficer by whom 
the attachment is to be or bas been made to sell the produce and pay to him 
out oftheprocecds of the salcthercoi the amount or value of - 

(a) any rent which has fallen due to him in respect of the tenancy, 
within the year immediately proceeding the application and 

lSubs for the words "one hundred rvpees" by Ord. No. 2 of 1975 sec. 6, replaceci by 
H. P. Act No. 15 of 1376. 
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(b) the rent which will be falling due after the harvesting of the produce 
and is chargeable against it . 

(2) The Revenue Officer shall give the person at whose instance the 
attachment was made an opporttmlty of showing cause why the application of 
the landowner should not be granted, and, if he finds the landowner's claim to 
the whole or any part of the rent to the proved, he shall cause the produce or such 
portion thereof as he may deem necessary to be sold, and shall apply the proceeds 
of the sale in the first insta~lce to satisfy the claim. 

(3) The finding of the Revenue Officer under sub-section (2) shall have 
the force of a decree in a suit between the landowner and the tenant. 

~ , 5 ? T F i  F a  < P L P [ i 3 3  EXCCED!N 3 TERMS OF ASFESSMENT OF LAND REVENdE 

29. Treatment sf leases for period exceeding or equal LO term of assessment 
of land revenue.-(1) Where a lease has been granted, or an agreement has 
been entered into by a landowner in respect of any land assejsed to land revenue 
fixing for a period exceeding the terms for which the land reven ne has been assessed, 
the rent or other sum payable in respect of the land under the lease or agreement, 
and that term has expired, the lease or agreement shall be voidable.- 

(a) at the option of the landowner if the land revenue of the land has 
been enhanced and the person, to who111 the 1:ase has been grant- 
ed or with whom the agreement has been enl ered into, refuses 
to pay such rent or other sum as a Revenue Couri , on the s l i t  
of the landowner, determines to be fair and squitable and where 
the relation of landowner and tenant exists between the grantor 
and grantee of the lease, or batween the p:rson who entered 
into the agreement ; and 

(b) a t  the ~ p t i o n  of the tenant if the land revenne of the land has 
been reduced and the landowner refuses to accept such rent 
as a Revenue Court, on the suit of the tenant determines to be 
fair and equitable. 

(2)  Any agreement relative to the occupation, rent, profits or prod~lce 
of any land which has been entered into for the term of the currency of and 
assessment shall, unless a contrary intention clearly appears in the agreement or 
the agreement is termmated by consent of parties or course of law, continue in 
force until a revised assessment taltes effect. 

CHAPTER IV 
LEASE, RLLINQUISHMENT AND EJECTMENT 

LEASE 
30. Leases.--(I) A landowner who- 

(a) is a minor, or unmarried woman, if married, divorced or  separated 
from husband or a widow ; or 



(b) is permanently incapable of cultivating lnnd by reason of any 
physical or mental infirmity ; or 

(c) is a serving member of the Armed Forces ; or 
(d) is temporarily prevented by some sufficient cause beyond his 

control fro111 cl~ltivaling land ; 

may lease land o~vned by him for such period during which his inability or dis- 
ability to cultivate it personally lasts : 

Provided that in case of landowller covercd by clause ( d )  above, the lease 
shall be subject to the permission of th,: Colleztor : 

Providsd further that where such inabili-iy or disabili!y ceast.3, the 1;inLlowner 
sllall be entitled to apply to get back thc possesqion of thc land from the lessee 
within one year from such cessation in the illaaner provided hereafter : 

Provided further that i n  case the landowners mei~tionsd i:l this sub-section, 
except those who are incap'tble of cultivating land by reason of any physical 
or mental infirmity, fail to make an application for the resumption of the 
land within one year of the cessation of such disability or inability their lessees 
shall be entitled to avall of the benefit accruing to then1 under the provisions 
of Chapter X of this Acl. 

(2) Any landowner referred to in sub-section ( I )  may by giving, in 
writing to his lessee or to his lessee's Egent, a notics of his int~ention to resume 
the lease imnlediately after the harvest of the crop the11 current, 

(3) The laadowner mzy, instead of, or in addition to giving the notice 
in the manner x~entioned in sub-section (2), apply to a Revenue Officer, to 
cause the notice to be s:rved on the lessee and the Revenue Officer on 
receiving the cost of service from the landowner, shall cause notice to be served 
as soon as may be. 

(4) If thc lessee fails to vacatc his passcssion as aforesaid in accordance 
with the notice, the Revenu:: Officer may, on applicdtion by the landowner, 
put the laradowaer in pcxcession of thc area u d e r  t l ~ c  lease immediately 
after the harvesting is over and the M?\/enue 0;iicer may at the cost of the 
tenant, for this purpose, usc such force as inay be Ilecessary. 

I[* +: * * *I 
[*3B. Relinquishment.--No relinquishment of a tenancy shall be made 

by a tenant in favour of l ando~~ne r .  Wo~vever. if a tenant wants to make 
a voluntary surreader of his tenancy land, the same shell be in favour of the 
State Government. The State Government shall have right to induct any 
suitable tenant or landless agricultural labourer to the relinquished land in the 
manner to be prescribed.] 

32 and 33 " * * * * * 1 
lDa1.b~ R.P. Ord, No. 2 of 1975, sec. 7, replaced by H.P. Act No, I5 of 1976. 
2Subs. for the origilial sec. by (3rd. ib ld,  Sec. 8. 
3Sections 32 and 33 dei, by Oxd. ;bid, sec, 9. 



EJECTMENT 

44. Grounds of ejectment of tenants.-(1) A tenant other than occupancy 
tenant shall not be liable to ejectment from his tenancy except on any one o r  
more of the following grounds, namely,- 

(u) that he has used the !and comprised in the tenancy in a manner 
which renders it unfit for tile purposes for which 11e holds it ; 

(b) that he, where rent is payable in kind, has failed without sufficient 
cause to cultivate or arrange for cultivation of the land comprised 
in his tenancy in the manner or to the extent customary in the 
locality in which the land is situate ; 

(c) that he sublets the holding or part thereof for profit without the 
consent of thz landowner : 

Provided that a member of' the Armed Forces, an unamarried woman, 
s r  if married, divorced or separated from husband or a widow, 
a minor, a person suffering from physical or mental disability 
because of which he cannot cultivate the land himself, a person 
prosecuting studies in a recognised institution and a person under 
detention or  imprisonmeat shall not be liable to ejectment 
be:ar;se he sublets .the holding or a part thereof without the 
consent ol' the landowner : 

I [ (d)  that he holds his tenancy, from a person who created such tenancy 
within a pei-isd of six months before he becalm a member of 
the Armed Folces or ~ l ~ i l e  he was serving in the Arrned Forces 
ar?d wants to crlltivate it hirnsclf on his ceasing to bc a nienlber 
of the Xrme5 Forces ; 

( d J )  t h a  Ilr. iiolds his ten:incy 011 tlie land comprising the share of a 
niernlse:. of t:?r Arl~ied Forc , .~  cciveretl by c l~use  ( d )  of sub- 
secliun (8) of section 10.1 and who ~tarlls to cultivate it himself 
orr his ceasing to be a member of the Armed Forces : 

Pro\!ded thzt such peisoa or rnelnbei of Armed Forces rtferred to in 
clauses (d) and ( d d )  above, 3s the case rnay be, shall be entitled 
to eject a tenant from such land upto a m.iuirnum of five acres 
in the prescribed manner : 

Provided further that a tenant so ejected shall be restored lo possession 
of the land if tile landowner after ejecting him does not within 
one year cultivate it personally : - 

1Subs. for the original cl.(d) by H.P. Ord. No. -2 of 1975, sec. 10, replaced by H.P. 
4 ct No. 15 of 1976. 



Provided also that if a tenant holding land from persons mentioned in clauses 
( d )  and (dd)  of this sub-section is also a member of the Armed 
Forces, the provision of first proviso shall not apply and the 
tenancy shall remain and the ejectment from tenancy shall only 
be on the grounds given in clauses (a) to (c) rrf this sub-section.] 

(e)  that the tenant has failed to pay rent within a period of six months 
after it falls due : 

Provided that no tenant shall be ejected under this clause unless he 
has been afforded an opportunity to pay the arrears of rent 
within a further period of six months from the date of the decree, 
or order directing his ejectment, and he had failed to pay such 
arrears during that period. 

(2 )  Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1) the Revenue 
Officer may, if the tenant gives notice to the landowner for payment at the 
threshing floor of the rent payable in kind and the landowner fails to make 
arrangements for its collection within a fortnight of the receipt of the notice, 
appoint an agent to collect the rent at the threshing floor on behalf of the 
lar downer at his expense. 

(3) On collection of the rent in kind under sub-section (2) the agent shall 
gike a notice as prescribed to the landowner, and if the landowner fails to 
co-lect such rent within thrity days from the date of the notice, the lievenue 
0f;icer shall dispose of or cause to be disposed of such rent by auction in the 
prescribed manner and deposit the sale proc,-eds in the Government treasury as 
revenue deposits. 

35. Certain mortgagees to be deemed as tenants under the Act.-(I) If 
lard comprisirip the tenancy of a tenant is mortgagzd to him with possession by 
the landowner arld such land is subseqlielltly redeemed by the landowner, the 
terant shall, notwit istanding such redemption or any other iaw for the tirne 
b eAng in force, be d:emed to be the tenant of the landowner in respect of such 
land on the sane ter~ns and conditions on which it was held by him immediately 
before the execlltion of the mortgage as if the mortgage had never been executed. 

(2)  Where a tenant referred to in sub-section (1 )  has been dispossessed by 
the landowner in zxecution of a decree or order of redemption, he shall 
be entitled to be restored to his tenancy in the manner prescribed, on the 
same terms and co~ditions on which it was held by him immediately before 
the execution of the mortgage, on an application made by hirn to am Assistant 
Collector of the first grade having jurisdiction within a period of one year from 
the commencement of this Act. 

(j) An application received under sub-section (2) shall be disposed of by 
the Assistant Collector of the first grade in a prescribed manner. 



36. Tenant's right to water.--Save in proportion to a reduction in the 
tenancy, if any, a landowner shall not be competent to curtail or terminate 
the supply of canal, kzrhl or use of well water enjoyed by a tenant immediately 
before the commenceniexit of this Act, and a breach of this provision shall consti- 
tute a cognizable offence punishable with fine which may extend to one 
hundred rupees and shall be triable by a  nay^ Panehayat competent to hear 
criminal cases. 

PROCEDURE OW EJECTMENT 

37. Restriction on ejectment.---A tenant shall not be ejected otherwise than 
in execution of decree for ejectment, except, when a decree for an arrear of rent 
in respect of' his tenancy has been passed against him and remains unsatis- 
fied : 

Provided that In respect of any arrears of rent due prior to the commence- 
ment of this Act, the tenant shall not be liable to ejectment if he pays the arrears 
of rent within a period of one year from the commencement of this Act: 

Provided furthsr that n tenant in occupation of a dwelling house building 
on a site belongir~g w the landowner shall not be ejected from such dwelling 
house or the court-yard immediaicly eppurtenaat thereio and necessary for 
his enjoyment. 

38. Application to Revenue Officer for ejectitrent,--In any silch case as 
is mentioned in the last foregoing section the lrrndolt rler may apply to a Kevsnue 
Officer for the ejectment of the tenant. 

39. Ejectment for failure to satisfy decree for arrenr of rent,--(I) On 
receiving the application in any such case as is mentiotled in section 38, the 
Revenue Officer shall, after such i~tyuiry with respect to the existence of the 
arrear as he deems necessary, cause a notice to be served on the tenant, stating 
the date of the decree and the amount due thereunder, and informing him that 
if he does not pay that amount to the Revenue Officer within fifteen days from 
the receipt of the notice he will be ejected from the land. 

(2) If the amount is not so paid, the Revenue OEcer, shall subject to the 
provisions of this Act with respect to the payment of compensation, order 
the ejectment of the tenant unless good cause is shown to the contrary. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS RESPECTING EJECTMENT 

40. Time for ejectment.-A decree or order for the ejectment of a 
tenant shall ordinarily be executed immediately after the crop is harvested unless 
the Court making the decreee, or, where the order is made under section 39 the 
officer making the order, otherwise diiects. 



41. Relief agaiast forfeitore.-(1) If in a suit for the ejectment of a 
tenant on any of the grounds mentioned in section 34, it appers to the Court 
that the injury caused by the act or omission on which the suit is based is capable 
of being remedied, or that an award of compensation will be sufficient satisfaction 
to the Iandownder therefor, the Court may, instead of making decree for the 
ejectment of the tenant, order him to remedy the injury within a period to be 
fixed in the order, or order him to pay into Court, within such a period, such 
compensation as the Court thinks fit. 

(2) The court may from time to time, for special reasons, extend a period 
fixed by it under sub-section. (I). 

(3) If within the period, or extended period, as the case may be, fixed 
by the Court under this section, the injury is remedied or the compensation 
is paid, a decree for the ejectment of the tenant shall not be made. 

42. Rights of ejected tenants in respect of crops and land prepared for sowing.- 
(I) Where at the time of the proposed ejectment of a tenant from any land 
his uncut or mgathered crops are standing on any part thereof, 11e shall not 
be ejected from that past until the crops have ripened and he has been allowed 
reasonable time to harvest them. 

(2) The Court or Revenue Oficer decreeing or ordering the ejectment 
of the tenant may, on the application of the landowner, determine any dispute 
arising in consequence of the provisions of sub-section (1) between the land- 
owner and the tenant or between the landowner and any person entitled to 
harvest the crops of the tenant, and may in its or his discretion- 

(a) direct that the tenant pay for the longer occupation of the land 
secured to him under sub-section (1) such rent as may be fair 
and equitable ; or 

( b )  determine the value of the tenant's uncut and ungathered crops, 
and, on payment thereof by the landowner to the Court or 
Kevenue Officer, forthwith eject the tenant. 

(3) When a tenantfor whose ejectment proceedings have been taken has, 
honformably with local usage, prepared for sowing any land comprised in his 
tenancy but has not sown or planted crops on that land, he shall be entitled 
to receive from the landowner before ejectment a fair equivalent in money for 
the labour and capital expended by him in  so preparing the land and the Court 
or Revenue Officer before which or wt~om the proceedings are pending shall 
on the application of the tenant, determine the sum payable to the tenant under 
this sub-sscticrm arid stay his ejcctrnent until that sum has been paid to him. 
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43. Relief for wrongful dispossession or ejectment.--If a tenant has been 
dispossessed without his consent from his tenancy or any part thereof otherwise 
than in execution of a decree or than in pursuance of any order under section 39, 
he may, within one year from the date of his dipossession or ejectment, make 
an application for recovery of possession or for compensaiion, or for both. 

44. Penalty for wrongful dispossessisn.-Whofier dispossesses a tenant 
without his consent from his tenancy or any part thereof otherwise than in 
execution of a decree or than in pursuance of any order under section 39 sl~all 
be punishable by a Revenue Officer not below the ranlc of Assisatnt Collector 
First Grade, wit'!] fine which may extend to IPS. 1,000. 

CHAPTER V 

SUCCESSION 
45. Snccession to right of tenancy.-When a tenant in any land dies, 

the right &all devolve.-- 

(a) on his male linear descendants, if any, in the male line of descent; 
and 

(b) failing such descendants, on his widow, if any, unti! she dies or 
remarries or abondons the land or is under the provisions of this 
Act ejected therefrom ; and 

(c) failig such descendants and widow, on his widowzd mother, if 
any, until she dies or remarries or  abandons the land or is under 
the provisions of this Act ejected therefrom ; aud 

(d) failing such descendants and widow, or widowe2 mother or, if 
the deceased tenant left a widow or widowed mother, then when 
her interest terminates uadcr clause (b)  or (c)  of this section. on 
his male collateral relatives in the male line of descent from the 
commom ancestor of the deceased tenant and those relatives. 

CHAPTER 171 

46. Right of tenants to make improveman~t om land.--(]) A tenant may 
a t  any time apply in writing to the landomlner for permission to  make 
improvements at his own expense on the land leased to him. 

(2) If, within one month of the receipt sf such applica:loil, t!!e Iandownes 
fails or refuses, without seasonable cause, to grant the required. pennissiol? 
to the tenant, the tenant may make an appiicdtion within a period of two ~no~lt l is  
to the 4ssistant Collecton, Second Grade, f o r  the grant of such permission. 



(3) Where an application is made under sub-scction (2), such officer after 
giving the parties an opportunity of being heard, may make such order thereon 
as he may deem fi t .  

(4) Where a tcnant makes any improvcmeilt on the land leased to him, 
in accordance with an order made under sub-section (31, the tenant shall be 
deemed lo have made such impro\~emci~l with tile pel missis~i of the landowner. 

44. Improvements naade before the cot~a~~~ensenaent of this Act,- Improve- 
mellts made hy a lenant. hefore lltc co!umcnccmcat of /.his Acl shall be deemed to 
have been made in accordance will1 Ibis Act. 

48. Improvements kgun in auticipatiau of ejectment.--A leiaant ejected 
in exeeu14ion of a decree, or in pursuance of a nolicc of ejec~menl, shall nat be 
entitled to co~npensalion for any improve~~zci~t begun by him afier the institution 
sf the suit, or service of the natico, which rcsulhed in his cjectmeut. 

49. Liability to pay co~nperasatiou for in~prsver~nents $Q tenant on ejectment 
or enhancement of his rent.-Subject to l.he foregoing provisions of this Chapter, 
a tenant who has made an improverncult on his tc~lancy in accordance with this 
Act sball not be cjecled, and the rent payable by him shall not be enhanced, 
until he has reccived compensation for the improvement. 

50. Cnmpe~sation for disturbxoce caf cleai ing fenants.-- il'l A tenant who 
has cleared and brought undcr culb~valic~ri waslc land shall, if ejected from that 
land, be entitled to receive froin the la~ldowael- as co~npensal ion for disturbance, 
in addtion to any compensation for improva17cni.s a sun1 10 be determined by a 
Reverrue Court or Rcvenur Officer in :~ccurcEancc with tIzc merils of the case, 
but not exceadillg five year'r rent of the land: 

Prokidcd that a leilarlt who is a joint o & n t r  oi' land to wbich lhis section 
appl~l'les shall nor be entitled to  compensatiolz for disturbance on eiectmenr 
fioln Ibe land o r  any part thercof. 

(2) If rcct has been paid for land by citvisic.rn or :ippraisernent of the pro- 
duce or by rates fix& zlviI(,b refsrencc lo lhs  naturc: of ?he crops grown, or if no 
rent, or  no rent other than ihe 1a11d revcnue of rho Iiind and the ralcs and cesses 
cbargcabls thereon, has bcea paid therefor, 1 lie cornpensa lion may be computed 
as if double thc an~olliat of lhc land rcvcrzuc o f  !he kind were rhe annual rent 
thereof: 

Provided thdt i~a any catate of w h i ~ h   ha: nssca:mt:nt has been confirmed 
an or a fk r  the last sel,llcrnc~al the compcnaalion may bc computed as if four 
times the amount of the land revenue of the l a ~ ~ i a  M-crc ihc annual rent thereof. 

Procedl~re irn dcterniinimg co~ngensation 

51, Deferminaf ion of comperlsation by Rcl enue Courts.-(I) In every 
enlt by a: larndo~vncr In cjcct a t enq~~ t ,  the Co~lr l  a h d l  direct the teaant lo file a 



He P. TENANCY AND LAND REFORMS ACT, 1972 27 

statement of his claim , if any, to  compensation far iniprovemenls or for distur- 
bance and of the grounds thereof. 

(2) If the Courl. decreer lIie ojectment of the tenant it shall determine 
the amount of compensation, if any, due to  the tenant and shall stay 
execution of the decree until the landawner pays into Caurl lhal amount 
less any arrcars of {en& or cosls proved to the satisfaclian of the Court 
to be due 1.0 him from 1.he tenant. 

52. Determinatio~ of compensation by Revenue Officer. -When a notice 
has been servcd 011 a l.cnan1 under section 39, a t.enant n ~ a y  apply to lIic Revenue 
Officer having authority to order his ejectment under sccl,ion 39, to 
determine the ainounl of co~npensalion duc to him for irnpr1~ve111en1.s or for 
disturbance, or for bar,h, and lahe Revenue Officer shall determine, the amount, 
ifany, accordingly and stay the ejectment of the tenant until the landowner 
pays to the Revenue Officer the amount so determined less any arrears of rent or 
costs proved to lhe satisfaction of the Revenue Officer to be due to the land- 
awner from the tenant. 

53. Matter to be regarded in assessment for improvements.--In esl.imaling 
the cornpei~sation to be awarded under this Chapter 1.0 a tenant for an improve- 
ment , the Courr, or Revenue Officer shall have regard to- 

(a) !.he mnoal~ll by which the value or Ihe producc of thc It'iia~icy, or 
thc value of that produce, is increased by the improveme~zl.; 

(b) lIzc condition of the improvement and I he probable duration of 
i t s  effect; 

(c) tbc labour and capital required for the making af such an improve- 
mcnb ; 

(d) any reduction or  remissinn of rent or olhcr advanldgc allowed to 
l.bc tenanl by the lal~downer in conridcra1.ion of 1hc improve- 
mei~t ;  and 

(a) in ihc case af recla~na~ion, or of the conversion of unirrigated into 
irrigated land, the length of time during which the l e n a ~ ~ l  has 
had the benefit of the improvement. 

54. Form of compensation.-(I) The compensation shall bc made by 
payment in money, unless ihr: peri.ies agrcr: Ihat it t c  made in nhole or in parl. 
by the transfer of land or in some other way. 

(2) If the parl.iee so agrco, the Caurl, or  Revenue Officer shall mahc a n  
order accordingly. 

55. Relief in case of ejectment before determination odccamperrsatisn.-(1) 
If from any cause /.he amount of compensation payablc to a l.enant- 

(a) under this Chaptcr far improvcmenl or disturbance; 01. 



(b) under scclicvn 42 for the value of uncut or ungathered crops or 
the preparation of land for sowing ; 

has not bean determined before the tenanr is ejected, the ejecl,mmt shall not 
be invalidated by reasan of the omission, but the Court or Revcnue Officer 
which decreed or who ordered the ejeclmenl, may, on application made by 
the tenant within one year fram the date of ejeciment, correct the omission 
by making in favour of Ihc tenanl an order for the payment to him by the 
landowner af such compensat.ion as Ihe Courl or Revenue Officer may deter- 
mine the tenant 1.0 be entitled to. 

(2) An order made under sub-section (1) niay be executed in the same 
nlallller as a decree fo,r money may be executed by a Revenue Court. 

CHAPTER VI1 
JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURE 

56. Revenue Officers.--(1) There shall be the same classes of Revenue 
Officers under lhis Acb, as under the Himachal Pradesh Land Revenue Act, 
1954, (6 of 1954) or the Funjab Land Revenue Act, 1887 (17 of 1887) as the 
case may be, aqd in lhr: absence of any order of Iht Stale Governmclrt to 
the contrary, a Revenue Officer of any class having jurisdicliol~ within any 
local limits utl.der lhal Act shall be a Revenue Officer of [.he same class 
having jurisdiclion wilhiri Lhe same local lirnils under ibis Act. 

(2) The expressions "Colleclor", "Commissioner" and "Financial 
Commissione." have the samemcanings in  his Act as in the Kinlacha1 Pradesh 
Land Revenue Acl, 1954, (6 o f  1954) ot the Punjab Land Revenue Act, 
1887 (17 of 3887) as lhe case may be. 

(3) Thcre shall be onc or 111ore Coln~inissioncrs who sliall be appoinfed 
by the State Governmenl. Subject lo the pro~isions of lhis Act the jurisdiclion 
of Commissioner shall extend to such areas as the State Government may notify 
in this behalf in the Official Gazette. 

57. Applications and proceedings cognizable by Revenue Officer.+) 
The following applications and proceedings shall be disposed of by Revenue 
Officers as such ,  and no Court shall take cognizance of any dispute or matter 
with respect to  which any such application or proceeding might be made or had:- 

First Group 

(a) proceedings under section 10 for commutation of rent payable in 
kind; 

(b) proceedings under section 21 for the adjustment of rents expressed 
in terms of the land revenue; 
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(c) proceedings relating to the remission and suspension of rents 
under section 24; 

(d) applications under section 38 for the ejectment of a tenant against 
whom a decree for an arrear of rent in respect of his tenancy 
has been passed and remains unsatisfied; 

(e) applications under section 43 for recovery of possession or for 
compensation or for both; 

(f) proceedings under Chapter VI with respect to the award of corn- 
pensation for improvements or disturbance: 

Second Group 

(g) applications under section 15 with respect to the division or 
appraisement of produce ; 

(h) applications under section 30 for resumption of leased land; 

(i) applications for determination of dispute and compensation under 
sections 42 and 55 respectively; 

Third Group 

(j) applications under section 26 by tenants to deposit rent; 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this Act or by any rule made by the 
Financial Commissioner in this behalf,-- 

(a) a Collector or an Assistant Collector of the First Grade may 
dispose of any of the applications and proceedings mentioned 
in sub-section (1); 

(b) an Assistant Collector of the Second Grade, not being a Naib- 
Tehsildar, may dispose of any of the applications mentioned in 
the second and third groups of that sub-section ; and 

(c) a Naib-Tehsildar, when invested with the powers of an Assistant 
Collector of the Second Grade, may dispose of any of the appli- 
cations mentioned in the third group of that sub-section. 

' 

58. Revenue Courts and suits cognizable by them.-(1) When a Revenue 
Officer is exercising jurisdiction with respect to any such suit as is described 
in sub-section (3) or with respect to an appeal or other proceeding arising 
out of any such suit, he shall be called a Revenue Court. 

l~el. by H.P.Ord.No.2 of 197;, sec.  11,replaced by H.P.Act No. 15 of 1976. 



(2) There shall be the same classes of Revenue Courts as of Revenue 
Officers under this Act, and, in the absence of any order of the State Govern- 
ment to th9 contrary, a Revenue Officer of any class having jurisdiction 
within any local limits under this Act shall be Revenue Court of the same 
class having jurisdiction within the same local limits. 

(3) The following suits shall be instituted in, and heard and determined 
by, Revenue Courts, and no other Court shall take cognizance of any dispute 
or matter with respect to which any suit might be instituted:- 

First Group 

(a) suits between landowner and tenant for addition to or abatement: of 
rent under section 22 or fot commutation of rent; 

(b) s-iiitsunder~ection29 for the determination of rent or other sum 
on the expiration of tho tcrrn of an assessment of lanil revenue; 

Second Group 

(c) suits by a tenant to establish 3 claim to a right of occupancy, or by 
laudowner to prove that s tenant has not sudi a right; 

(d) suits for ejectment of tenants; 

(e) ally other suit between landowner and tenant arising out of the 
condition on which a tenancy is held ; 

(f)  suits for sums payable on account of village expenses; 

(6) suits by a co-sharer in an estate or holding far a share of profits 
thereof or for a settlement of accounts; 

(h) suits for the recovery of over-payments of rent or land revenue or 
of any other demand for which a suit lies in a Revenue Court 
under this sub-section; 

Third Group 

(i) suits by a landowner for arrears of rent or for the money equi- 
valent of rent l[****]; and 

(j) suits for sums payable on accout of land revenue or of any other 
demand recoverable as an arrear of land revenue under any 
enactment for the time being in force. 

lThe words"orfor sumsrecoverable under section 12"del. by H,P. Ord. No. 2 of 1975, 
s&, 12,replaced by H.P. Act No. IS of 1976. 



Procedure where revenue matter is raised in Civil Court 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in this Act or by any rule made by the 
State Government in this behalf- 

(a) a Collector may heal and determine any of the suits mentioned in 
sub-section (3);  

(b) an Assistant Collector of the First Grade may hear and determine 
any of the suits mentioned in the second and third groups of 
that sub-section, and, if he has by name beenspecially empower- 
ed in this behalf by the State Government any of the suits 
mentioned in the first group; and 

(c) an Assistant Collector of the Second Grade may hear and derer- 
mine any of the suits mentioned in the third group. 

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (3)-- 

(i) where in a suit cognizable by and instituted in a Civil Court it 
becomes necessary to decide any matter ~ h i c h  can under this 
sub-section be heard and determined only by a Revenue Court, 
the Civil Court shall endorse upon the plaint the nature of the 
matter for decision and the par iculars required by order 
VII, rule , lo,  of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 and return 

the plaint for presentation ta  the Collector; 

(ii) on the plaint being presented to the Collectar, Ihe Collector shall 
proceed to hear and determine the suit where the value thereof 
exceeds Rs. 1,000 or the matter involved is of the nature men- 
tianed in first group of sub-section (3) of this section and in 
other cases may send the suit, to an Assi~lant Collector of the 
F i ~ s t  Grade far decision. 

Administrative Control 

59. Superintendence and control of Revenue Officers and Revenue @ourts.-- 
(1) The general superintendence and control aver all other Revenue Officers and 
Revenue Courts shall be vested in, and all such officers and Courts shall be sub- 
ordinate to, the Financial Cammissioner. 

(2) Subject to the general superintandace and control of the Financial 
Commissicrner, a Commissionor shall control all other Revenue Officers and 
Revenue Courts in his division. 

(3) Subject as aforesaid a11d to the control of the Commissioner, a 
Colleclar shall cantrdl all ether Revenue ~ f f i c e h  and Revenue Couris in his 
district. 



61). Bower to distribute busiaess anad withdraw and transfer cases. ( I ]  
The Financial Comlnissisner or a Comrnissioaer o r  a Collector may by a written 
order distribute, in such manner as he thinks fi.1, any business c~gnizable by 
any Revenue Officer or Revenue Court under his conl.ro1. 

(2) The Financial Commissioner or a Commissioner or a Collector may 
withdraw any case pending before any Rcvcnue Officer or Revenue Court 
under his control arid either dispase of il  himself, or by wrillen order rcfer i t  
far disposal to any other Revenue Officer or Revenue Court ultder his control. 

(3) An o r d e ~  under sub-qeclioa (I) or sub-section (2) shall not empower 
any Revenue Officer or Revenue Caurl to exercise any  power or deal with 
any bursincssr which he or it would not be competent t a  exrrcire or den1 wilh 
within the local limit9 of his or its own jurisdiclion. 

Appeal, Review and Revision 

61. Appeals.--Subjecl to the praviqions of this Act and lhc rule?, made 
thereunder an appcal shall lie from an ariginal or appellate order or decree 
made uiider this Act by a Revenue Officer or Rcvenire Courl, as follaws, 
namely - 

(a)  to tho Coliector when the arder or decree i s  made by an Assistant 
Collector of either grade; 

(b) to the Commissioner when the order a r  decree is made by a 
Collector ; 

(c) to the Financial Cammissiorier when the order or decree is nlade 
by a Commissioner: 

Provided that-- 
( i )  an appeal from an arder or decree made by an As;islaut Callectar 

of the Fifst Grade specially empawered by name in that behalf 
by the State Government in a suit mentianed in the first group 
ofsub-section (3) of section 58 shall lie to the Cammissioner 
and not to the Callectar; 

(ii) when an original arder or dccree is confirmed on first appeal, a 
further appeal shall not lie; 

(iii) when any such order or decree is modified or reversed on appeal 
by the Collector, the order or decree ~ n a d e  by the Commissioner 
on further appeal, if any, to him shall be final. 

62. Limitation for appeals.-The period of limitation for an appcal 
under the last foregoing section shall run from the date of the order or dccree 
appealed against, and shall be as fallows, thah is ta say- 

(a) when the appeal lies to the Collectar-thirty days; 
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(b) when the appeal lies t a  the Cammissioner-sixty days; 

( c )  when the appeal lies to the Financial Commissioner-ninety days. 
/ 

63. Review by Revenue Officers.-(1) A Revenue Officer, as such, may 
either of his own motion or on  the applical.ion of any party int.eresl.ed, review, 
and an  so reviewing modify, reyierse or confirm any order passed by himself or 
by say of his predecessars in office: 

Provided as fa1laws:- 
(a) when a Carn~xissiolaer or a Collector thialcs it necessary to review 

any order which he has not himself passed, and when 1,he Rave- 
m e  Officer of n class below that of Co!lector proposes to  re- 
view any order whelher passed by himself or by any of his pre- 
decessors in office, he shall first obtairl the sanction of the Re- 
vcn~ue Officer or Collector la whase control he is immediately 
snbject ; 

(b) a n  application for rovicw of an arder shall nat be entertained 
unless it is made wilhin ninety days from the passing of the 
arder, or urllers the applivaqt sa~isficc tho Revei~uei Officer that 
hc had sufficirz~t c a lm  for no+ making the application within 
that period ; 

(c) at1 order shali not, be rnodiiiud or reversed unless reasonable nulice 
has heclv giver1 to l.he pnr1,ies affected thereby to appear aitd be 
heard in support af .the order; 

(d) ail order against which an appeal has been preferred shall not be 
reviewed. 

0) For the px17jsose o i  ahis sectl'z,n l.he Collector shall be decnred 1.0 be 
tilt* rucccrsl s in oEIcc of any Revenue Offiscr of a lov, er class n h o  hils lcfl. the 
dirlricl or ha.? cea~ed  t o  exercise powers as R Rcvenua Officer, and to whom 
there is no susceastrr irl office. 

(3) An appeal shall laol, lie frar;~ an ordor refusing to review, or confirm- 
ing urz review, a proviaus order. 

64. Computation of period Iimrliiecj fan appeals and slapliczltioras for review.- 
du the compu/atin?~ of /he  porii~ri for an appcai fi-onl, or dn applicaiion foi  I ha: 
review of, an o:.cicr unlder hhis Ad., 16c Iimilallon thcrefol sh:tll br: govcrilcil 
by the I~~rlIa;l Eirnii,atiau Act, 196;. (36 af E 963.) 

65. Power to  call for, examine arid revise proceedings of Revenue Officers 
and Revenue Courts.--(I) The Financial Commissioner may at ally tinlo call 
for the record of any case pending before or disposed of by any Revenue 
Officer or Rev~iiue Court subordinate to him. 



(2) The Commissioner oir Collector may call for the record of ally cast:: 
pending before, or disposed of by, any Revenue Officer or Revenue Court wider 
his control. 

(3) If in any case in which the Cammissioner or Colleclocr has callecl 
for a record he is of opinion that the proceedings taken or the order oir decree 
made should be modified or reversed, he shall submil the rccord with his 
opinion on the case for the orders af the Financial Commissioner. 

(4) If, after examining a record called for by himself under sub-scctia n 
(1) or  submitted to him under sub-section (3), the Financial Commissionor is 
of olpinion that it is inexpedient to interfere with the proceedings or the order 
ar decree, he shall pass an order accordingly. 

(5)  If, after examining thc record, the Financial Cominissioner is of Ihe 
opinion that it is expedient to interfere with the proceedings a r  the order or 
decree on any ground on which the High Court in the exercisc of its revisional 
jurisdiction may, under the law for the time bci~lg in farce, ilz(crfeic with the 
proceedings or an order or decree of a Civil Court, he shall fix a day for 
hearing thc case an? may on that or any subseq~ient day to, which he may 
adjourn the hearing or which he may appoint in this behalf, pass such 
order as he thinks fit in the case. 

(6) Except when the Financial Commissioner fixes under sub-section 
(5) a day for hearing the case, no party has ally right to  be heard before the 
Financial Commissioner when exercising his powers under this section. 

46. Procedure of Revenue Officer.-(1) 'The State Government may take 
rules consistent with this Act for regulati~ig the procedure of Revenue Oficers 
under this Act in cases in which a procedure is not prescribed by this Act. 

(2) The rules may provide, among other matters, for the mode of 
enforcing orders of ejectment from, and delivery of possession of immovable 
property, and rules providing for those matters may confer on a Revenue 
Officer all or any of the powers in regard to contempts, resistance and the like 
which a Civil Court may exercise in the execution of a decree wllcreby it has 
adjudged ejectment from, or delivery of possession of, such property. 

(3) The rules may alsa provide forthe mode of executing orders as to 
cost, and may adapt to proceedings under this Act of all or any of the provis- 
ions of the Iiinlachal Pradesh Land Revenue Act, 1954, (6 af 1954), or the 
Punjab Land Revenue Act, 1887, (17 af 1867'), as the case may be, with 
respect to arbitration. 

(4) Subject to the rules under this section, a Revenue Officer may 
refer any application QS case which he is empowered to dispose of under this 



N.P. TENANCY A N D  LAND REFORMS  ACT^ 19'72 3 5 

Act to another Revenue Officer for investigation and report, and may decide 
the case upon the report. 

67. Persons by whom appearances may be made before Revenue Officer 
as sslch and not as Revenne &Isaa$s.--(I) Appearances before a Hievenb~e 
Officer as such, and applicaticns to and acts to be done before hi1.1, under 
this Act may be made or done- 

(a) by the parties themselves ; or 

(b) by their recoglliscd agents or a legal practitioner : 

Provided that the e ru ; loy~enl  of zt recogsiised agent or Irgalpracktioner 
shall not excuse the personal atkendatlce of a party to any proceeding in any 
case in which personal attendance is especially sequircd by an order of the 
officer. 

( 2 )  For the purposes of sub-section (11, reccgnised agents shall be such 
persons as the State Government lnay by notifica,tion declare in this behalf. 

(3) The fees of a legal practitioner. shall not be allowed as costs in any 
proceeding before a Revenibe Officer under this Act, unless that officer 
considers, for reasons to be recorded by him in writing, that the fees should 
be allo~ved. 

68. Costs. (1) A Revenue Oiiicer may give and apportion the costs 
of any proceeding under this Act in any manner he thlriks fit. 

( 2 )  But if' he orders that the cost of' any such proceeding shall not 
follow the event, he shall record his reasons for the order. 

69. Procedure sf Revenue Courts. ( P I  The State Government 
anay make rules coznsisteut with this Ac: h r  legu1ati11r, the procecIure of 
Revenue Courts in inatters under this Act Tor which a procedure rs not 
prescribed thetey, and mPy by any such rule direct that anjr provisions of tile 
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, ( 5  of I 106) s!ialj apply, with or without 
modification, to all or any classes of cases beiore those Courts. 

(2) Until ruIes are matie under sub-section (f) ,  and subject to those 
rules when made and to the provisions of this Act - 

(a) the code of Civil Procetiure, 1908, ( 5  of 1903) shall, so far as it 
is applicable, apply l a  pc<.).sci:ding-; ill  EPcve;~ I.:+: Courts 
wheJ;l~t:~ bePoc~; a: ai'~:or d!-t:roo ; azld 

(b)  ~ ; h c  Fi l~an~ia i  Con~rnissioilitj. s;l:e!l, ill i;:spci:f; iji' /:hose proceedings, 
be d1;erned /:a be /;hz E igh  GourL within i;l~r, ;nt:antng of that Code, 
slid shall, subjzci; to .tl;t: proivisiorls o f , ~ h i s  hi;/, execcise a5 s'zgards 
the CoiirPs unrlcr his cajxtral, all the pawets oiT a High Gaurt  
ul~dcr I;he Code. 



70. Power of Revenue Officer or Revenese Courts to summon persons. - (I) 
A Revenue Officer or Revemre Court may sumnols any person whose altendailce 
he or il considers necessary for the purpose of any applicatioa, suit, or other 
business before him os it as a Revenue Office; or Revenue Cauul. 

(2)  A yeia?un so! suntrnonetl shall be bout~c! to appear at llse time and 
place mentioucd i a  Ihe summons in person oc, if the summons so allows, b y  
his rscag~iised agent or legal practitianer. 

(3)  The perso11 alelending in obcdltnse to t he  summcrns sllall l i t :  bound 
to statr: the truth r:pon any  mal.ter respecting ~vhich he is examioed csr wakes 
stater:enls, and to produce such docuwerzl.s and other things relating to any 
such i~iatler as Ihe Bi~venue Officer or Revenue Courl. nmay require. 

71. %lode sf service of su~nmons.- (1 )  A fumlnons issued by a Revenue 
Officer o~ Revexae Co:lrl. slzall, if practicable, bc served (a) personally 011 ihs 
perso:i to ~vli l~m il, i s  addressed, at  failirig him all (b) his recc gr~;$cd agent., or (c) 

at1 adult male member of his famiry wha is residing wi1.h him. 

(2) If seivicr ca~ lno t  bc so made, or if acceptance of scrvrcc so rnade is 
rcfbsed, the 5umn?011s may be scrved by  posting a copy thoreof a t  the usual or 
1a.t knoclin place of reside:lct= of the pcrwn to whom it i s  a : l d r ~ ~ ~ t ~ d ,  or, if that 
person rlcres not I-eside in thc district in which the Rever~ue Officer is employed, 
or the Revenue Calrrt is held. a d  the case to ilrlhich tbe summons relates has 
reference to land in that di~tr ic t ,  thea by  pastitig a copy of the s u m m u ~ ~ s  on 
some conspicuous place in or mar  the cstbte wherein the land i s  situate. 

(3) If lhc: sulnmorl9 r~ la tee  to a case i:: which p ~ r s c ) ~ ~  having the same 
intertxt are s 9  nuanerolis thal Ihc pi;rst>rl:il service oil all of i.hi:m i; $101 ri;a~'>n- 
ably pri-icticablo, it lllay, if Ill.; Re- .:IIUC C:iL~rcr UT R*:~r~**l:e Cour! so drrecrs. 
br-: seri ecl L? cl~:liverxi of a cogy Lhc : e ~ f  to such of I.L;oct' p a ,  5011 - a: I hr: Officer 
or C4,uPI na~.ninal,c'; i r l  I I P E \  iiohalf, ilz1d by proz;ial~l,:i ion oi' i i i c  coiiicnl-, Illere- 
of for th.: i:lfolrnaiion of ihc  o l h r  person?. 

(4) A 41~1~rilolls inn).., if lhe Rcve71uc: OFfir.ci3 01 Rt:veil~?e Coui.1 *;,I direr;l.s, 
be serveiE (la l i ~ ~ x  persons llanind l l ~ a ~ c i n ,  either in additior to, or  ill 5uh ,Iitution 
for, any other nrodc c9f S C ~ I E C ~ ? ,  by i;)rwarlii?ag thc sbnmorl, h; post  in  a letlsr 
addrc~scd to  lhc person and rcz;iilerrll ~,rzdcr parl 111 of Ihe Tnc-ji;tn Poll Office 
Acl, 1395 (6 of 1898). 

(3)  Wbeii a sL:lnlnoni I S  $0 fo:iva*:cii i r a  a Ic l .~ fr  ~ l i t i  i t  ia  plovzd, 
that tho letter v as ploperly ; ~ d d f i ~ ~ t  d and duly pr sfcQ acd rcgi tr r c ~ ' ,  ~ h c  
Officer or C'ourr ]ray prcsurr;c tha' the sbmrp~o~zs ha:, scr\e ; al Ihe lime wben 
the letter would be delivcsed in the  clrdi~lary ccurse of p,)sl. 
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72. Mode of service of notice, order or prwlamation, or copy thereof.-- 
A nctice, order or proclamnlion, or copy of any such document, issucti by a 
Revenue Bflicer o r  Revenue Cour L for sorv~ce (rn any pars011 shall be served 
in lhe manrner provitled in the larl foregoing seclion for lhe service of a 
summons. 

73. Additional male of ytablisbing proclamation. -When a proclanlalion 
relaling lo any 1a1,d is issued by a Revenue Officep or Revenue Couzl, it shall, 
in addition l s any ofher mode of publical ion which may be prescribsd by any 
cnactment for rhe rime being in force, be made by a beal of drill11 a r  other 
customary method, and by  he pasii11.g of a copy lahereof on a conspicuous 
place in or near llle land to which I I, relate. 

74. Joinder sf tenants as parties I s  proceedings relating to rent.-(I) 
Any number of tenaals cailtivating in Ihe same eslate may, in the discrelion af 
the Revenlie Officcy or Revenue Court and subjecl ro any rules which Ihe Slale 
Governnient may make 1,) rhfs behalf, be made parties la any psocee~ling 
under Chapter IBX. 

(2) But n rlecrce or order shall not be made in any such proceedings un l e~s  
the Revenue Officer or Revenue Court is sa1,isfied lhal all ihe pallies Ifherelo 
have had an opporlunity of aplsearinig and being heard. 

(3) A decree or order made ia any such proccedirlg shall specify the 
extent to which each of Ihe tenant is affccted thereby. 

75. Excepfioaofsuitsunder this Act from operation of certain enact- 
ments.-Nollaing in seclion 130 of ihe Code of Chi1 Praccdurre, 1908, (5 of 1908) 
or similar provision ia any laws in force far ilze administratioi~ of local 
authorities shall he conslriat-d i o  apply to a suil of a class mentioned in section 
58 of this Act. 

76. Payment into court of money admitted to be due to a third person. -- 
(I) When a defendatrt admits that mo 11.p is due from him on account of rent, 
but pleads that it is due not lo Ihc plarntiff but lo a Ihirci person, the Court 
shall, except fur special reasons tb  be recorded by it, refuse to takecognizance 
of the plea unless the defendant pays into Court the amount so admitted to be 
due. 

(2) Where such apaylnent is made Ihe Court shall forthwith cause notice 
of the payment to  be served on lhe third person. 

(3) Unless Ihc third person within three manths fraln the receipt of the 
nalice institutes a suit against Lhe plaintiff and therein obtains an order res- 
training payment of the money, it shall be paid la  the plaintiff or1 his applica- 
tion to the Courr therefor. 

(4) Nothing in this sectian shall affect Ishe right of any person lo recover 
from the plaintiff money paid t o  him under sub-scclion (3). 



(5)  When a dpfendant pays money inlo Court under this seclion ihe 
Coisrt shall give Ihe defendant ;I receipl, and the receipl ro given shall operate 
as an a:quil.lance in the salne manner and ro the same exlenl as rf il, had been 
givenz by I he p1ai:ii iff a r  r he lhird person, as the case may be. 

74.  Execution of decrees for arrears of rent.-A court passing a decree 
for arrenr of rcnt mny, oa the oral applicalion of lhe decree-holder, order execu- 
tion thereof agilinsl / h e  movable property, of Ihe lenanl, and against any 
aricul o r  urlga~hercrl crops 0.1 the tt:tznncy in  respact of which lhe arrear is decreed. 

78, Prohibition of imprisonam@nt of tenants in execution of decrees for 
arrears of rent.--A lenant shs!l nol,, iiuring Lhe co~l.inuance of. his acclrpancy be 
liable to irilprisonment on hhe applica~ian of his Iaadowner inexzculion of a 
ded-ree for an arrear of rent. 

79. Bower to refer party to Civil &'ot~rt.- (I) If, in any proceeding 
pendill; b ~ f o r e  L~ Rcvej~ue Couai. cxercisi~~g origirnal, appellate or  r~visional 
jurisdiclion, it appears. Lo Ihc Cwurl thal, any questio:~ in i s sue  is more proper 
for decision by a Civil Court, the R e v e n ~ ~ e  C't urt  snay, with the prLVious 
c;mctidn of thc Co.;ri, if any, to l.he colilrol of which it is immediaj.ely subject, 
recluirc by o ~ d e r  l;i A :i ling, , r ~ g t ~ i ~ i t i o n  any parly l o  the proceed~ng, .la institute 
williin such lime as i i  may fix in this behalf, a s i l i l .  in the Civil Co:.art for the 
purpose of obtaining a decision on the question, a l~d ,  i f  he fdils to comply 
with tht: :aquisitiun, ma) decide: the qaostioa as it thinks fit. 

(2) I f  the p~i r ty  iaititutt:~ the sliit in compliance with the requistion, 
the Weveja,~e Ccwurt $hall dispose of the proceeding pending befale if in am- 
ordance with the final decision of the Civil Court of the first instance or appeal, 
s s  tile casa m a y  be. 

80. Power Lo refer to High Court qaae$ttoms as to jurisdiction.--(I) Bf the 
presiding officer or a Civrl Court or Revenue Ccurt in which 8 suit has been 
instituted dn.abls wltelher he is precluded from laking cog~lizance of the suit, 
he may refer lhe mailer Lhrough the Diylrict Ju6ge or  Financial Comrnis?isner, 
or, if he is a District Judge or Fanancia1 Commissioner, directly lo Lhe High CourL. 

(2) On any such reference being made, the High Court may order the 
presiding officer either to proceed with the suit or  to return the plaint for 
presentation in such alhar Cozrt as i t  may in ils orciit?~ declare lo be competent 
to take cognizance of (he suit. 

(3) The order of the High @ou:l on such reference shall be conclu- 
sive as agai~zst persen:, who arc. ~ ~ o t  parties to  Ihe suit ac. well as against persans 
who are parties thereto. 

811. Power of High Court to validate proceedings Faeldl irnder mistake as 
to  juridiction.--(I) In pi l her of bhe following cases, namely :.- 

(a) if it appears to a Civil Coarf 1,Iiat a Ca:lrl under ils control has 
delermined as suit of a class mentioned in section 58 which undev 
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the provisfans of thal section should have been heard and 
determined by Revenue Court ; or 

(b) if i t  appears to a Revenue Court that a Court under its control has 
determined a suit which should has been heard by a Civil Court; 

the Civil Court or Revenue Court, as the case may be, shall submit the record 
of the suil lo the High Court. 

(2) If on perusal of the:~ecord it appears to tPe High Court that the suit 
was so determined in goad faith, and that the parties have not been prejudiced 
by the mistake as to jursidiction, the High Court may order that the decree be 
registered in the Court which had jurisdiction. 

(3) If it appears to the High Court, otherwise than on submissicnn of a 
record under sub-section (I), that a Civil Court undel its control has deter- 
mined a snit of a class mentioned in section 58 which under the provisions of 
that section should have been heard and determined by a Revenue Court, the 
High Court may pass an order which it might have passed if the record 
had been submitted to it under that sub-section. 

(4) With respect to any proceeding subsequent to decree the High 
Court may make such orde~ fop its regisisration in a Revenue Court or Civil 
Court as in the circumslances appears to be just and proper. 

(5) An order af the High Court under this section shall be conclusive 
as against persons who were not parties to the suit o r  proceeding as well as 
against persons -who wore parties thereto, and the decree ar proceeding 
to which the order relates shall have effect as if it had been made ar had by 
the Cuurt in which the order was required to be registered. 

82. Place of Sitting.-(1) An Assistant Collector may exercise his 
power under this Act at any place within the limits of the district in which 
he is employed. 

(2) Any other Revenue Officer or Revenue Court may only exercise his 
or its powers under this Act withih the local limits of his or its jurisdiction. 

83. Holidays.-(1) The Financial Commissioner, with the approval of 
the State Government, shall publish in the Official Gazette before the commence- 
ment of each calendar year a list of days to be observed in that year as 
holidays by all or any Revenue Officers or Revenue Courts. 

(2) A proceeding held before a Revenue Officer or a Revenue Court on a 
day specified in the list as a day to be observed by the Officer or Court as a 
holiday shall not be invalid by reason only of its having been held on that day. 



84. - Discharge of duties of Collector dying or being disabled.-When a 
Collector dies or is disabled from performing his duties, the officer who sucaeds 
temporarily to the chief executive administration of the district under any 
orders which may be generally or specially issued by the State Government in 
this behalf, shall be deemed to be a Collector under this Act. 

85. Retention of powers by Revenue Officers on transfer.-When a 
Revenue Officer of any class who, either as such or as a Revenue Court, has 
under the foregoing provisions of this Act any powers to be exercised in any 
local area is transferred from that local area to another as a Revenue Officer 
or Revenue Court of the same or a higher class, he shall continue to exercise 
those powers in that local area, unless the State Government otherwise directs 
or has otherwise directed. 

86. Conferment of powers of Revenue Officers or Revenue Court.-(1) 
The State Government may by notification confer on any person- 

(a) all or any of the powers of a Financial Commissioner, Com- 
missioner or Collector under this Act, or 

(b) all or any of the powers with which an Assistant Collector of either 
grade i s ,  or may be, invested thereunder, and may by notifica- 
tion withdraw any powers SO conferred. 

(2) A person on whom powers are conferred under sub-section (1) shall 
exercise those powers within such local limits and in such classes of cases as 
the State Government may direct and, except as otherwise directed by the 
State Government, shall for all purposes connected with the exercise thereof be 
deemed a Financial Commissioner, Commissioner, Collector or Assistant Collec- 
tor, as the case may be. 

(3) Before conferring powers on the Judge of a Civil Court under sub- 
section (I), the State Government shall consultthe High Court. 

(4) If any ofthe powers of a Collector under section 59, section 60, 
section 61 or section 63 are conferred on an Assistant Collector, they shall, 
unless the State Government by special order otherwise directs, be exercised 
by him subjecc to the control of the Collector. 

$7. Powers exercisable by Financial Commissioner from time to time.-- 
All powers conferred by this Act on the Financial Commissioner may be exer- 
cised by him from time to time as occasion requires. 

88. Bar to Iegal proceedings,-No prosecution, suit or other proceedings 
shall lie against the State Government or any officer or authority for anything 
which is in good faith done or intended to be done in pursuance of the provisions 
of this Act or any rules made thereunder. 



89. Powers of the Financial C~mmfssioner and the State Government 
to make rules.-(1) The Financial Commissioner may make rules consistent with 
this Act and any other enactment for the time being in force- 

(a) determining , notwithstanding anything in any record-of rights, the 
number and amount of the instalments and the times by and at  
which rent is to be paid ; 

(b) for the guidance of Revenue Officers in determining, for the 
purposes of this Act, the amount of the land revenue and value 
of crop or rent of any land ; 

(c) regulating the procedure in cases where persons are entitled 2 0  
inspect records of Revenue Officers or Revenue Courts, or to 
obtain copies of the same, and prescribing the fees payable for 
searches and copies ; 

( d )  prescribing forms of such beads, entries statistics and accounts as 
the Financial Commissioner thinks necessary to be kept, made 
or compiled in Wevneue Offices or Revenue Courts or submitted 
to any authority ; 

(e) declaring what shall be the langurige of any of thesc offices and 
courts ; 

( f )  generally for the guidance of Revenue Officers and other persons 
in matters connected with the enforcement of this Act ; 

(g) the form and language of applications and notices under Chapters 
BIP and IV ; and 

(h) tile nsanner in whish ttlosz applications and notices are to be signed 
and attested. 

(2) T15..c Star:: Govcrnme~it shall make rules for thi: purposos of sections 
66, 69, mcl 1[73] an$ in respect of other 111a:ters to be psesc;ihed by it unclcr 
the preceding Chapters, 

&~RAPTER VIII 

EFFECT OP; THIS ACT ON RECORDS-OF-RIGTITS AND 
AGREEMENTS 

90. Nullity 06 certaille entries in record of rigl[Bts,--Ar1 entl-y in aEy record- 
of-rights providing - 

(a) that a landoahil~er may pwveni e te~aalrt from lndkillg , or eject him 
for making, such improvement on his tenancy as lie is entitled 
to make under this Act ; or - -- ---- 

?Subs. for the figure '74' by H.P. Ord, No. 2 of 1975 Sw. 13, replaced by H.P. Act 
No. 15 of 1976. 



(b)  that a tenant ejected from his tenancy shall not ba entitied to com- 
pensation for improvements or for disturbance in any case ill 
which he would under this Act be entitled to compensation 
therefor ; or 

(c) that a landowner may eject a tenant otherwise than in 
accordance with the provision of this Act; 

shall be void to that extent. 

91, Nullity of certain agreements contrary to the Act.-(I) Nothing 
in any agreement made between landowner and a tenant after the passing of this 
Act shall- 

(a) override any of the provisions of this Act with respect to the 
acquisition of a right of occupancy, or the reduction, remission 
or suspension of rent, or the enhancement of the rent of a ten- 
ant having a right of occupancy under section 3 or section 4 
or section 5 ; or 

(b) take away or limit the right of a tenant as determined by this 
Act for conferment and vestment of proprietary rights or to 
make improvements and claim compensation therefor, or 
where compensation for disturabance can be claimed under this 
Act, to claim such compensation ; or 

(c) entitle a landowner to eject a tenant otherwise than in accordance 
with the provisions of this Act. 

\ 

(2) Nothing in clause (a) of sub-section (1) shall apply to an agree- 
ment by which a tenant binds himself to pay an enhanced rent not exceeding 
one-third of the produce in consideration of a11 improvement which has been, 
or is to be, made in respect of his tenancy by, or at the expense of his landowner, 
and to the benefit of which the tenant is not otherwise entitled. 

ACQUISITION OF PROPRIETARY RIGHTS BY OCCUPANCY 
TENANTS 

92. Definitions.--In this Chapter, unless there is anything repugnant 
in the subject or context,- 

(a) "appointed day" means- 

(i) in relation to any person who at the commencement of this 
Act, is, or is deemed to be, an occupancy tenant, the date of 
such commencement ; and 

(ii) in relation to any other person who, after the commencement 



July, 1986, and in excrcisc of the powers conferred by sub-scc~ion ( 1 )  of 
scctio~l 3 of rhc Himaclml Pradcsh T~kniki Shiksha Board Act, 1986 (Act 
NO. !4 or 1986). the  Governor of Elimachal Pradesh is pleased to appoint 

Principal or his rlominec not bejow the rank nf the Professor, Tcdlniml 
Teachers Training Tastit[Lte, Chandigxti. Sector-26 3s a nominated 
n~ember. 

A 

[R.U.P:Fxtra Dated 7-1-1938 p. 241 

*r 5 - 2 6 / 8 3  q ~ e  no ??a (Ao f ol-drx-~~.--farrm Q&T aH&i 
f'Z% < ~ e  $ 17-2-1987 *f $* h~ % V$ hdis 8 f'q* WO WTO 
qTS, fZ~[$fq8fi ,  fsq'43 &*, & & ~ f f a r ~ G %  WfghT, 1986 ( 1  986 
* T  1 4)  $1 WT 4 fi ~P-FJTIT ( I ) % rm ( XVr) W ~ T ~ I  TIT@ % FT % 
s?pwmhml 

r r a : ~ ~ a h + i ~ u m ~ ~ ~ T s ~ a w 3  $'Fs f t q r o m o  em, 
fm h w ,  qrnm *m, a;i;~i* Tvmr + 4 q@Era a- efii r 
- - 

, (R.H.P. Exrra., data3 27-4- ~ 9 8 8 ,  p. 61 31. 

[Aurhort fatlvc -figIrj.h ?ex1 of file Gover~~ntent nor $carion No. 5-26/ . 
83-STV (TE) Vol. If datd 17-61 958, issued in Hiddi mdpub~islred 
in R.H.P. Extra., doted 16-7-1988, p. 1479-1480.1 

No. 5-24/83 S W  (TE) Yol: U.--Id supersession of this department noti- 
fication of cven number, dated 17-8- 1987, and in exercisc of the powers con- 
ferred by. snb-s6ction (1) of sectio~l 23 of the Himacbal Pradesh Takniki 
Shiksha Ronrd Att, I986 (Act Nu. 14 of: 1986), the Governor, Himaka1 
Pradesb, is pleased to appoint Shri T.R. Sh~rma 1.h.s. Cl~trirnian of the 
Board of School Education, MhachaI Pradah, as the Chairman Hin~achal 
Pcadesh Takniki Shiksha Board. 

-- - - -  -- -- 
IR.H.P.Lim dntcd 16-7-1988 p. 14801. . 

THE HLMACHAL PIDUIESH TENANCY AND LAND. REFORMS 
(AMENDMENT) ,ACT,, 1987 

(ACT No. 6 OF I 988IL 

 am^^^^ OF SECTIONS 
Sections : - 

1. Short iitle, extent and commc.noeruent. 
2. Amendment of section 104. 
3. ,Amendment of section 113. 
4. Substitution of section 11 8. 
5, Savings. 

(Reccived rltc asse,rl' of the Pfesidmlr of; I t d i a ,  on the 25di MurCh 1988 
., mrd ~:asplrblishcdinR.H.P.Exr~.,daterl 14th Apri1.1988 a1 page 554-556 
k -------- 

I - -  ---- ..-- C_ 
, . 

1. [Fax Statement of Objccis m d  Rwom see R.H.P. Extra., abated 28-3-1987, p. 5421 



/in Ac f further to atnetid tlte Himnchal Prudesh Tenancy and Land Reforms 
Act, 1972 (Acr No. S of 1974). 

I ~ E  it enacted by thc LegisIative ~ s s e n ~ b l ~  of Hirnnchd Pradesh in the 
Tlurty-eighth Year of the Republic or India as Ibllows :- 

1. Short title, exte~ti a~td conlrnence1?te;1l.-(1) This Act may be called 
the Himchal Pradesh Tenancy and Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 
1987. 

(2) It extends to the whole of the State of b c h d  Pradesh. 

13) It shdI be deemed to have come into force from the date of com- 
menccnlcnt of' the Himachal Pradesh Tenancy and Lqnd Rcforn~s Act, 
1972, (8 ol' 1974) but section 3 arid section 4, in so far as it amends clausc (g) 
and the second pro~~iso to clause ( i )  of sub-scction (21, sub-section (3) and 
sub-sectioti (4) ot' section 118 of the said Act, shall comc into farce at 
once. 

2, Aalendnze~it of secriorr 104.--In the Himachal Pradesh Tenancy and 
Land ReTorms Act, 1972, (8 of 1974) (hereinafter referred to as the principal 
Act) i n  section 104, at thc end of sub-section (9) for the sigh ".", the sign 
":" shall be substitdcd and thereafter the following proviso shall be added, 
namely :- 

' "Provided that nothing contained in this section shall apply to such 
land which is either owned by or is vested in the Government under 
any law, whether before or aker the commencement of this 
Act, and is leased out to any pcrson." 

3. ~nlard,n~tIf of section I 13.-For the exisling &st proviso to sub-sec- 4 

tioh (1) of section 113 of the principal Act, the following proviso shaU be 
substituted, namely :. - 

"Provided that nothing contained in sub-section (1)  shalI apply to the 
transkc of land madc i0r.a produztive purpose with the p.rior 
permission of the State Government in a prescribed manner." 

4. . Strbstitutio~t of secrio~i 1 I8 .-In the principal Act, for section 1 18, 
t he following section shaU be substituted; namely :- 

" l l g .  (I) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary wntained in 
any law, conltact, agreement, custom of umgc for the time 
being in force, but save as otherwise prov~ded in this Chapter, 
no trrsnsl'er of land (incIuding sales in execution of a daree of a 
civil court or for recovery' of arrears of land revenue), by way 
of sale, gift, exchange, lease, mortmge with possession or 
crcation OF a tenancy shall be valid in favour of a person who is 
not an agriculturist. 

(2) Nothing in subsection (1) shalt be deemed to prohibit the trmsfer 
of land by any person in favour 01'- 

(a) a landless labourer; or 
(b) a landIess person belonging to a schedded caste or a scheduled 

tribe; or 



c] a village artisan; or 
d) a landless persou carrying on an allied pursuit; or i e) tb State Govenunent ; or 

8 a co-operative socicty or a bank; or 
a person who has become non-agriculturist on account of the 
acquisitionof his Iand for any public purpose underthc Land 
Acquisition Act, I 894 (1 of 1 894) ; or , 

(h) a non-agricdturist who purchases or intends to purchase I d  for 
the construction of a house or shop, or purchases a built up 
house or shop, from the Himachal Pradesh State Housing 
Board, established under the Himachal Pradesh Housing 
Board Act, 1972 (10 of 1972), or from tho Developmept Au- 
thority constituted under the Hiinachal Padesh Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1977 (12 of 1977) or i'rom any other sta- 
tutory corparatiau setup under anystnte or Central enactment; 
or , 

(i) a am-agriculturist with the permisxion of State Government 
for the purpose that may be prescribed: 

A-ovidcd that a person who is a &n-agriculturist but purchases Iand 
with the permission of the State Government under clause (i) of this 
subsection shall, irrespective 01 such permission, continue to be a noa- 
agriculturist for thk purposas of this Act: 

. Provided further that a non-agriculturist in whose case permission 
to purchase Iand isgranted by the State Government, shaU put the land 
to such use for which the permission has been gcnntcd, within a period of - 

two years or a further such period, not exceeding one year, as may be gran- 
ted by the State &vernrnent, to be counted from thc day on which thc 
deed covering the sale of the land is registered and if he fails to do so, 
tho land so purchased by him shall vest in the State Govemn~ent frcc 
from all encumbrances. 

(3) No Registrar or the Sub-Registrar appointed under the Indian 
Registration Act, 1908 (1 6 of 19081, shall register any document pertain- 
ing to a transfer of land, which is id contravention to sub- section (1) 
ahd such transfer shall b~ void ob-initio and the land involved in such 
transfer, if made in contravention of sub-section (11, shall together with 
s ~ ~ c t u e s ,  buildings or other attachments, if any, vest in the. State Go- 
vernment free from aII encumbrances: 

jPrdvidqd ' that the Registrar or the Sub-Registrat may register any - 

transfer - - 
, . 

(i) where' tho lease is mado in relation to a pan or whole of a 
building; or I 

. (ii) where the mortgage is mado for procuring the loans for con- 
struction or improvements over the land either from the Go- 
vernment or from any other hancial institution canstituted 
or estabIished under any law for the time being in force or rr- 
cognised by the State Government. 

64) 11 shall be lawful for (ha Stato Govmunenl to make use OF rho 
Ian which is vested or may be vated in it undor- sub-section 121 or 
s &section (3)' for such purposes as i t  may deem fit to do so. ..- . 



Exp1ana1ion.-For the purpose of this section, the expression "land" 
shall include-- , 

(4 [and, the classification of which 6ai$hhged orbs  b&n causcd 
. to be changed to "Gair-munlkin;', "Gair-mwnkin Makas" or 

any: ' other Giir-mumkia Iimd by rvbatever .name. called, 
. diumg"the pas't five years countable from. the date of entry 

in the revenue records to this effect ;  
. (ii) laid ' roeordcd as L'Gair-rnumkin", "Gair-iiuinkjn Maknn" 

or any - other. Gair-mumkin land, by. whatever' name called 
.. - in the- -. rovenue records, --except - constructed area which is not 

. subservient to agriculture; and 
. . .  

(iii) land which is a site of a builbling in a town or a village and is 
. ."ggupied or let out not for.agric~ltura1~ purposes or.purposes 

' iubservient to agriculture." ' 

. . . . . .  . . . . . : . . . . .  ..,.;.: ' . . .  .1.. . - i a  

5.' Sairih&.-.-Notwit&tandi,n& mything contained inl  his ' Act, 
a,;,; transfer of-land, situate witJ~n the territorial jurisdiction ofamu- - 

nici,pI-corpor+ofl, ,m+cipa! committeepra notified prer!~ommitfee,for 
any cl the purposes, i.e. for .-the constmction of,a dwelling house, a sbdp . 
or' a ,- - nlhricial' - estflblishplent or ofice or industrial- unit, made-befom . 

the ' i l iy - on which the Himachal Prades h , Tenancy and Land Reforms . . 
(Amendmefit) Act, 1987 is published in the Official Gazette after its 
aspnt, , ~ h &  be deemed , always to have .been made in accordance with 
the law '3S'if. suti,section (2). of sectipn 118 of the principal Act had not 
bee-n "a,iiended ..,.- . by section 4 ,of this Act. 

. .  - 
+ ,,... ..., . .  . .  .. . , 

-- 
, - b  . . . . . . .  . . ,  R ~ S .  . . - 

. , , .  . .- - .  . , *  - .  I . < . '  , . . ,  . . , .. - . . 
. . . . . . .  . UNDER-:. 

.._ . . . . . .  
TEE WIMACHAL PRADESH TENANCY AND LAND RE- 

. . . .  .. . FORMS ACT', 1972 
.,., - ' , . 

THE HIMACHAL PRADESB TENANCY AND'LAND REFORMS:,., 
. . . .  -RULES; 197s 
, . . .  ..b 

, :  

. .  ,. ... .: . . .  . . .  L A  -c,  + . . .  M N D ~ W .  R'ULES. . . 
I .. . . .. , ,  

[Aurhorft~ti~~c Englhh. text. : of ~overmrehc . notficatio~~ No: 10-5175 
-111 Se3.B. dated 22112-87.. i ihed' irr Hi) jdi an&p&/i&eii in 3.R.P;;" . . 

Extra dated 10-9-88 P. 2238.22391. . . , 
, . . I  . . . . . . . .  . . . . ,  

- .  
IREVENUE DEPARTMENT - .> 

' - - : I  

- -  . - . :  ., . . - . .  . . . . . . . .  . . .  , . .  \ a , . . .  , . . 
, - 1  

.:r3 , . , . . . . . . .  , NdhRc*TIoli- : . .  .-: 4 : 
, -  . 

. ,. 
, . I .  . . . . ,  . - .  . 

C .  . - .  . , . , 

, , ' ~hjmia,-2,- the 22nd ~&n*bhr, I987 . - . - . 

. . . .  , . , . - 

No.lO.SI75m.Rev.B.Wherea~ the draft amendment *s 'entitled as 
the Uimachd Pradesh Tenancy: , ,.and Land Reforms (Amendment) .Rub,  
1987, furzher te,arnend the H i m d a l  Pradesh Tenancy. and land, RBL .: 
forms Rules, 1975, wen . published -, as required under.. section 123: 0 



2. Dulehar (on Una-Garhsliankar ... I&p& . B~gEct .., p p .  A I 

3. $atbu A~~UqS~antokbgarb, ~Tahliwat W11~pur&ai .Rmd), 

4- Besdehrir (qn . ~ ~ ~ q - ~ s d & p  $P@I Bi%@ @+. . r  . - r , , .  , . .*/. 4 . - ,I,....* 

5. Beetan (on Beetan-Singha Road) District Una. 

(Issued and published in ,Hindi in R. H. P. -Extra., dated 40-10-95, p.4165). "or.* &. .+ ,  i I&> 

S@m ,.n- Ia-lrllM12, . ,. t. , ). the 1 1 111 October, 1995 

No. EXN-F(10)2/83-U.-In exercise of t h e ~ ~ o m  cp.drmd b r b 
section (I) of sectioll 22 of the HY6ia6h'al P desh- General 'E d &  s -ax 
Act, 1968 {Act Np. 24 of 1968), 
Paiseiigir; knd Goods .~ikh&d 
sub-sactian (1) of section 5 of tho 
GoodsCaaiedby Rotd Act,,!99,! Act 0.. 4 & p Jgp"9?*# .," """or* 
Hirnachal Pradesh is p eased to or r' e es b ishm t of barrier at 
Dhangu-~Majra Road in Kangxal$i@ict. - r , . .. .--.. - <* - - A  C1. 

~ H P .  btm: ;  dated 18-i0.*, p.'Fd,i6q. , , 

m . - .  . - . I  . . 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 
SECTIONS : 

I. Short title. 
2. Amendment of section l 1 R. - 
3. Insertion of section 424-A. . .  - _ - " - .  I I 

(Received the assent of the President of India on 22ad ,,March, 
1995 and was published in Hindi and English in R. H. P. Extra., dated 
4-4-1995, p.  1545-1548 .afid 1349-1552). '- " - "' 

1. P a d  inilindibytbc Himach [ a t e m t  fir @k 
jecu and Rearms see R. H.P.&t$'&% ?R%?;%PaI!h. 



"(1) Notwithstanding anyt@:tg&,gSiWwm%ed in any 
law, contract, agreement, custom or usas for the time 
$S!9kj~.f%jfH&#fW+ j ~ ~ w ~ ~ w w i ~  @hapte r , 
no h s  er pr @$pd& $&m#~&y~p . & ~  of a civil 
court or for recovery of arrears of land revenue) by way of 

Explanation.-For the purposc of this sub-section, the expression 
" transEer --,--r.--cc of_la;g3 shJin@fle,, 

&), ;? ~ 2 . 9 ,  h !w? & l t l ! j X f ~ 4 9  
t ~ n ~ t & _ a . ~ s ~ ~ p ~ ~ $ q a ~ e g  paid ~ p s p ~ i  F. . + R W - W W ~  , r-" f -r  

.%sf. I,$$$ 

(2) Nothing in sub-section ( I )  ski1 be .de.e-med to p~ohijit ,the 
t& af.laird;tiy . .aQy,persnn . &J%qur?f<- : 

(6 ,a landless personMonging-to a scheduled caste o'r a s'chduled 
tribe ; or . * -  ' I  

(c) a village artisan ; or - ,  

(6) a landless person carrying on an allied agrisdtud .purdllit,: or 

oh) A!& 8m GQX~M~Y 9 ,W~~~~!:G-QYW* Ar 3 %vem- 
.mentmany,asd&td jn.g&op ,a7 gf .the f i m p a n i e s  
-& 1956 4.1 of 4956) or a +Wry body @r a-,%rporation 

P _a is!$ . ~ % b w s !  .PF ,*i o #?&;Hte .md a w e d  and 
controlled by the state or Central Government ; or 

Vj a J m o n  WRP w2 ;bwe , P J ~ ~ c W ~ * ~  . ~ a  +Fount of 
.acqvhitjso &his ! l a ~ d  fq :any bp~ l i c .  under the land 
Acquisition Aot, 1.894tI of*lBW) ; OF . 





the District, in which Iand or any part thereof is situate, and 
the Collector, on receipt of such reference, or where the 

. Revenue Officer happens to be the CoIIector of the District 
himself, he either on an application made to him or on reccipt 
of any information fmri any source, comes to know or has 
reason to believe that any land has been transferred or is 
being transferred in contravention' of the provisions .of sub- 
section (I), shall after affording to the persons who are parties 
to the transfer, a reasonabIe opportunity of being heard and 
holding an enquiry ,.determine whether the transfer of land is 
or is not in contravention of sub-section (1) and he shall, with- 
in 90 days from the date of mxipt. of reference made to him 

. . .or such longer ,period, as the Divisional Conimissioner may 

., . - . ,  allow for,reasons to be record.e,d in writing, iecord.his decision 
- thereon and intimate the W g s  to the Registrar, Sub- 

Registrar or the Revenue Oficer concerned. 
, . 
, , , ; . :  . 

, . I  
J .  

, ! .  . '  
(33) The person a&ekd'by the &dings recorded b i  thk' collect&, 

. . .  that a particular transfer of \land is in contravention .of the 
. ,proyisions' of'slib:sectio~~ (l), ,may , *thin. a:peri@d of 30 days 

, , ' 
-' ' ftdni:thk date:oq which fbe order  ord din ' sucy. &dings is made 

- . A , t  .- . ' ,6y thi! CoUectbr or suc@longer pekdd:as , ,.,& 's DjvGiqnal Comnlis- 
sioner:may allow for'-'reasoris to'" beorded"in 'writing fiIe an 
appeal to the Divisional Coeis$oner, to whom such Collector 
is subordinate;. and ' the Divisional Commissioner may, after 
giving the parties an opport~ihity of being b a r d  grid; if newssay, 

- . after-sendiiigrfdr the records of the' ,Me fromJth& 'Collectot-ind 
after making siich enquiry as he thinks :fit' either prsonally or 
through an oEcer working under him reverse, alter or confirm 
the order made by :the Collec'ior. 

." , . 1.;":: 
(3C) The person gggtieved hy theh d&is~on of the Divisioaal .$om- 

missioner in appeal under sub-section (3B), may, within a 
period of 30 days from the date of such dqhion .or, such longer 
period as .the Financia1 Comessioner m,ayY,   avow^ for. reasons 
to be rdoi-dEd in Gting, , fdd"@< appeal . lo,. ; ithe ~&ancial 
Commissioner who may, . aftp,;@,ving, the, .pa$e'i, an ,opportr~- 
nity of being heard and, if necessr'q, after $en%g for the recolds 
of the case and after making such enqgry +,he .may :think fit, 
reverse, alter or confirm thi: oriies6ade l i ~ . . ' ; ~ e , ~ i ~ i o q a l  Com- 
missioner and the order made :by thk- Fwcid ,. ,' . , .  'Commissioner 
shall be h l  and conclusive. " 

' 

. . 
I . .  -., , , , ; :. ,, ' , .' . 

L . .  :. , . ,  

: (3D) Where the Coktor . of- the .Dis~ict ,t&~+q .sub:skc&li. *(?,A), 
in case an appeal is notmsade +thin the'-prescribed period,'or 
the Divisional Commissioner in appeal under sub-section. (3B), 

, , . or. the Financial Comniissioner 'in apped un&.r Sub-section 3@), 
decides that the transfer of land is in contratention of'the'provi- 
sions of sub-section (I), such transfer shall be void ab initio 

. , .  - .  and the, land involved 3n su~h'.tr8nsferrtogeWkr %5th sglii;tures, 
buiIdings or other attachments, ,if :any; shall ' in the prescribed 
manner, vest in the Sta,k Government free. from all. CnGurn? 

1 ,  . . . , ' brances.";' and:, , . . . . . '  a ' ,  .' . 
. '  . .  ' - 



(&#fir t&!&a&ts:tn&&e!a "(9)Y,~ t h g - h ~ a e t ~  and letter 
, . ."@BJ?', :sMi b&&kWptc& ;tea@- 
(I,). fo~.thee~plantdh, t ~ f o ~ i ~ ~ i ~ ~ s u B ~ u ~ ,  namely :- 

4 , .  @j .&a: re*&&.- *&&-Ifia51,, , "&-kin Makan" 
! ? ! ~ v , $ W ~ ' ~ w ~ ~ ~ ~ & ~  cdled in the 
reve~!wiecbrds ;- aado 

and is 
or. pnrpoms 

3. hertion of s&on 121-A,-After section 121 of the principal 
Act, the followingaew section Ill-A-sh& be added,& a e m e l y ~ ~  

(Received the assent of the Governor on 25th May, 1995 and 
v . @ l h , 5 d 1 ~ ~ ~ & @ d p i n ' ~ .  *P.: EUM#, .~NWZTCEM~~. 

I B a ~ p a w  -: t m t H 2 3 9 ~ ) ~ .  



TEXT 

THE HIhIAC'HAL PRADESH TENANCY AND LAND REFORMS 
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 1997 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

Sections: 

1. Short titIc and co~lmencement.. 

2. Amendment of section 2 .  

3. Amendment of section 1 18. 

THE I-IIMACHAL PRADESH TENANCY AND LAND REFORMS 
( M E I W M E N T )  ACT, 1997 

(Received the assent of the President of India on 181h April, 997 and was 
published in Hindi in R.H.P. Extra., dared 19th April, 1997 at pages 138 I - 1383 
and in Engljsll in RH.P. Estra., dated May, I997 at pages 1677-1673) 

An Act furthcr to amend the Himachal Pradesh Tenancy and Land Reforms 
Act, 1972 (Act No. 8 of 1974); 

BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly o~ Himachal Pradesh in the 
Forty -eighth Year of Republic of India, as foUo\vs:- 

1Short title and commencement.-Th Act may be callcd the Hirnachd 
Pradesh Tenancy and Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1997. 

(2 )  Tt shall and shall be deemed to havc come into force on the 28th Day 
cfDeecember, 1396. 

2.Amendment of section 2 .- In section 2 of thc Himachal Pradesh 
Tenancy and Land Rcforms Act, 1972 (Act No. 8 of I974)(hereinaftcr called the 
prir ;ips! Act), in clause (2), for the word "person", thc word "landowner" shall 
be .tbslitutcd. 

3,Arnendment of section 1 18.-In section 1 18 of the principal Act- 

(i) in sub-section (I) ,  for thc Explanation, the fullowing shall be 
substituted, namely:- 

"Bx~~innntion -For the purpose of thls sub-section, thc expression 
"transfer or1;ind" shall not include- 

1. Passed in ]-hldi by the h u c h a l  Pradesh V i a a n  Sabha For Stlitcment of Objeds 
and R c z w ~ ~  sec R.H.P.Extra., datcd 25.3.1997, pages 1006 and 101 0. 



(i) lransfer by way of inhcritancc; 

(ii) transrer by way of gift made or will executed, in Cavour of any or 
nl l Icgal hcirs of ihc donor or the testator, ns the cnsc may be; 

(iii) transfer by way of Icasc of land or building i t 1  a municipal area; 

but s l ~ n l l  inctudc: 

(a) n bcnami Iransnclion in rvhich land is tra~si'erred to an agriculturist 
for n considcr;r~ion paid or provided by a non-agriculturist; and 

(b) an authorisation made by tlie oivner by way of special or general 
poivcr of anorncy or by an ngreemcnt with the intention to put a non- 

- agncullurist in possession of the land and allow him to deaf with the 
land in t l ~ c  like nlanncr as if hc is a real owner of that land."; 

(ii) in sub-sect; ,n (2)- 

(a) after clnusc (d), lhc folloiving clausc (dd) shall he inserted, namely :- 

"(dd) a person who, on commencement of this Act, worked and 
conlinucs lo work Tor gain in an estate situated in Himachal 
Pradesh; for the constructiou o l  n d~vclling housc. shop, or 
commercial estnblislm~cnr in a municipal area, subject lo thc 
conditiorl that thc land to be rmnsrcrrcd docs not cscccd- 

(i) in case of dwelling housc -500 squarc mctrcs; and 

(ii) in the case of a shop or commercid cstablishmcnt -300 
squarc mctrcs: 

Provided Illat such person does not own any vacant land or a 
dwelling house ju a municipaI arca in the S talc."; 

(b) in  clause (e), bcfore the words "or a statutory body'' tllc words "or a 
Company incorporated ~ l n d e r  the Companies Act, 1956, for which land is 
acquired through the Stntc Govcrnrneni under the Land Acquisition Act, 1894" 
shall be inscrted; 

(c) for clause (0, the following clause shall bc substituted, namely:- 

"(r) a pcrson who has becomc non-agriculturist on account of - 
(i) acquisition of his land for any public purpose under ths 

Land Acquisition Act, 1894; or 

(ii) vestrncnt of his land in the tenants undcr h i s  Act; or"; 

(d) in the first proviso, for words, brackets and alphabci "dausc(g)", Ihc 
words, brackets and alphabets "clause (dd) or cIausc (g)" shall be substituted; 

(e) in the second proviso aftcr the word, "non-agriculturist" the words, 
brackets ar,d alphabets "who purchases land under clause (dd) or" shall be addcd; 



(iii) in sub-scction(3-B), tltc words "and after making such enquiry 3s Ile 
illinks fit ei~her personally or Ihrnugh an officer working undcr him" shall br: 
onlilted and at the end, the words "and thc order made , y  the Divisional 
Co~nmissioncr shall bc fillill and conclusive" d ~ a l l  bc added; 

(iv) for sub-scclion (3-C)? d ~ e  foiIoning sub-section shnl i  bz substituted, 
~lamcIy:- 

"(3-C)(a) The Finatlcinl Conmissioncr may, c i h r  on report of a 
rcverlue @nicer or OII an application or or Ilk own motion, call for the 
record 01 any procecdj~lgs which are pending beforc, or hnvc bee11 
dispascd of by, ally Rcvcnue Officer subordinalc to I h  and in which na 
appeal lics tl~cmto, for tl~c purpose of satisfving llimself as Lo the Icgality 
ar propricg, of sucIi proceedings or order madc ~l~ere in  and may pass such 
order in rclation therclo as hemay think fit. 

(b) No order shall be passcd under this sub-section which adversely 
airccts a11y person unless such person has been given a reasonable opportur~ity of 
being heard."; 

(v) in sub-smtion (3-D). for thc word "appcal", the word "revision" shall 
be suhstitulcd. 

(vi) aRcr sub-section (4), thc csisting Explanation shall be numbered as 
Explanation-I and nt tllc end h e  words "but shall not include a built up area in tile 
n~unicipal area" shdI bc added; and 

(vii) aftcr Eqlanation-I, so numbered, h e  following Explanation-11, shall 
bc addcd, namncly: 

"Ls'xplnnation-IT.- For the purposc of this scction thc expression 
"municipal arca" means h e  territorial area of n Nagar Panchayat, 
Cantonment Board, Municipal Council or n Municipal Corporation 
constituted under any law for the time being in force." 

4. Repeal of Ordinance No. 4 of 199G and savings, (1 )  Thc Himachal 
Pradesh Tenancy and Land Reforms (Amendment) Ordinance, 1996 (4 of 1796) 
is hereby rcpcaled. 

(2) Notwithstanding such repcal, nnything done or any action taken under 
the repcalcd Ordinance, shall be deemcd to  ha\^ bccn done or taken undcr the 
corresponding provisions of the Act, czs if thc provisions of the Act were in forcc 
at tile time whcn such thing was done or such action was takcn. 


